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Curriculum Overview and Introduction 
  

 

4-Week Series Overview 
 
Lesson #1: God’s Love is (L) LONG-SUFFERING 

• Big Idea: God is patient with us, even when we do things wrong. He lets us suffer the 
consequences of our sins, but also gives us the salvation we need to have forgiveness of 
those sins. 

• Key Passage: Genesis 3 – The Fall: The story of Adam and Eve. When Adam and Eve 
disobey, God does not disown them. He lets them live outside of the garden and finds a 
way to bring salvation to humanity. 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 3:23 “So, the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden 
to work the ground from which he had taken.” 

 
Lesson #2: God’s Love is (O) ONE-OF-A-KIND 

• Big Idea: God’s love is so amazing. He does extraordinary things for those who love Him, 
and He shows it in big ways throughout the Bible. 

• Key Passage: Matthew 18:10-14. The Parable of the Lost Sheep. God will seek those who 
are lost. He will find the “one” that has wandered and be as happy to find him as the 
man in the story. 

• Memory Verse: Matthew 18:13 “And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about 
that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.” 

 
Lesson #3: Title: God’s Love is (V) VICTORIOUS 

• Big Idea: God loved His people and wanted them to spend eternity with Him. So, he 
gave his only son so they could be with Him in Heaven. 

• Key Passage: John 3:1-21 – Jesus talks to Nicodemus 
• Memory Verse: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 
 
Lesson #4: Title: God’s Love is (E) ETERNAL 

• Big Idea: God has always loved me. He knew me even before I was born. His love for me 
is never ending. 

• Key Passages: Psalm 139:13-18 – David speaking about how God has always known him. 
He was knit together in his mother’s womb and God ordained the days of his life. Luke 
1:39-45 – Mary visits Elizabeth and her unborn child leaps when in the presence of 
Mary’s baby. 

• Memory Verse: Psalm 139:13 – “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb.” 

 
 















Lesson 1: God’s Love is Long-Suffering 
  

 

Lesson Summary 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (L) LONG-SUFFERING 

• Big Idea: God is patient with us, even when we do things wrong. He lets us 
suffer the consequences of our sins, but also gives us the salvation we 
need to have forgiveness of those sins. 

• Key Passage: Genesis 3 – The Fall: The story of Adam and Eve. When Adam 
and Eve disobey, God does not disown them. He lets them live outside of 
the garden and finds a way to bring salvation to humanity.  

• Memory Verse: Genesis 3:23 “So, the Lord God banished him from the 
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had taken.” 

 
As you go through this lesson, you will want to emphasize the fact that even 
though we fail and mess up in life, God still loves us and wants us to have 
salvation. God is LONG-SUFFERING. He is patient with us even when we fail. 
 
Gospel Connection: You will go through the entirety of Genesis 3. The skit will 
help to bring the children into the story and allow them to imagine themselves as 
Adam and Eve. Read Genesis 3 ahead of time to familiarize yourself with the 
story.  
 
Supplies Needed:  
 

- Printed skit scripts for each child  
- Bibles or Genesis 3 printout for each student 
- 14 apples (enough for two teams to have 7 apples each) 
- White construction or printer paper 
- Heart-shaped cutout 
- Q-tips 
- Three to four colors of washable paint  
- Paper plates for dividing paint 
- Baby wipes or paper towels for cleaning up after paint 
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Memory Verse Activity: Hand Motions 
 
So the Lord, God 
 

Make an “L” with your thumb and forefinger and cross your chest from left 
to right 

 
Banished him 
 

Spread hands out from center like you’re wiping something away 
 
From the Garden of Eden 
 

Wave hands like you are showing all of the garden’s beauty 
 
To work the ground 
 

Pretend to dig with a shovel 
 
From which he had been taken. 
 

Point to the ground twice. 
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Lesson Skit: The Fall:  
The Story of Adam and Eve 

 
Note: Use this skit to introduce the idea of Adam and Eve’s failure and how God 
reacted to His children. Emphasize the fact that He didn’t give up on them. Even 
though He was disappointed and sad that they had to leave the garden, He still 
made sure they were clothed and would someday have a chance at salvation. 
 
Parts:  

• Narrator 
• Adam 
• Eve 
• Serpent 
• God 

 
Note: Children without parts will say, “Boo” when the Narrator says the word 
serpent, “Yea” when the Narrator says Adam or Eve, and “Ahh” (like something 
magical is happening) when the Narrator says, “Garden of Eden.” 
 
Narrator: Adam and Eve (Yea) were living a great life in the Garden of Eden (Ahh). 
But what they didn’t know was that there was a crafty serpent (Boo) slithering 
about, ready to trick Adam and Eve (Yea). 
 
Serpent: Hey there, Eve. I see you’re enjoying all these fruits in the garden.  
 
Eve: (with her mouth full) Oh, yes.  
 
Serpent: That tree over there looks like it has the best fruit. Did God really say, 
“You must not eat from any tree in the garden?” 
 
Eve: We can eat fruit from the garden.  We just can’t eat fruit from the tree in the 
middle of the garden.  
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Serpent: What’s the worst that could happen?  
 
Eve: God says if we eat from the tree we will die.  
 
Serpent: That is just not true, Eve, dear. God just doesn’t want you to eat the fruit 
because then you will be wise like Him and know good and evil. 
 
Narrator: Eve (Yea) thought about what the serpent (Boo) had said. The fruit on 
the forbidden tree did look good. She decided to try some and give some to Adam 
(Yea).  
 
Eve: Oh, no. I feel strange, Adam. I feel ashamed not to be wearing clothing. 
 
Adam: Me too. What was in that fruit you gave me? Let’s quickly find some fig 
leaves. I hear those are stylish and comfortable. 
 
Narrator: Even though Adam and Eve (Yea) were feeling better after fashioning 
their fig leaf clothing, they soon heard the voice of God.  
 
God: Adam? Eve? Where are you?  
 
Adam: (shyly) I’m here, God. I’m sorry I was hiding because I was not clothed.  
 
God: Adam, who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree I 
specifically told you not to eat from?  
 
Adam: Yes, but it was all Eve’s fault. You put her here with me and she made me 
eat the fruit. 
 
God: Eve, is this true?  
 
Eve: I did offer him the fruit, but it was the serpent who tricked me.  
 

4



Lesson 1: God’s Love is Long-Suffering 
  

 

God: (in a loud, booming voice) Serpent!  
Serpent: Hey, big guy. What’s going on?  
 
God: Serpent, because of your actions, you will be cursed to a life slithering in the 
dirt, an enemy of man.  
 
Serpent: Really? For a piece of fruit?  
 
God: And, Eve, you will now have painful childbirth and your husband will rule 
over you.  
 
Eve: Great. My descendants are going to hate me. (covers face with hand) 
 
God: And, Adam, because you chose to eat the fruit Eve offered you, you will be 
cursed to work the land and work for the food you eat.  
 
Narrator: Even though God had already handed down harsh punishments, He was 
about to give the worst one of all. 
 
God: And my children, you must leave the Garden of Eden (Ahh) and live apart 
from me.  
 
Narrator: Adam and Eve (this time say “Aww”) were very sad. But God was 
already planning to bring salvation back to His creation.  
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Large Group Lesson 
 
Good morning, everyone! Over the next four Sundays we’re going to be talking 
about the letters L-O-V-E. Who knows what that spells? That’s right, LOVE! Today 
we’re going to talk about what the letter “L” represents. “L” is for LONG-
SUFFERING. That is a big word. Does anyone know what that means? (Allow 
children to guess.) It literally means “long-tempered,” which means God is patient 
with us when we do things wrong. He doesn’t lose His temper when we sin 
against Him. He is patient with us and allows us to feel consequences without 
harming us. He shows us how much He loves us by being kind and merciful. 
 
How many of you have ever done something you shouldn’t have done? (Wait for 
hands to rise.) I’m pretty sure that is everyone. We all mess up sometimes 
because we are human, and it is in our nature to be imperfect.  
 
Today we’re going to talk about the two people we just heard about in our skit. 
Who were they? (Adam and Eve.) They were far from perfect. They were created 
in God’s image and they lived in this great place called what? (The Garden of 
Eden.) And God said, “Hey, you guys are my children and I love you. Here’s this 
beautiful place for you to live where we can be close to each other. The only rule 
is that you cannot eat from that tree in the middle of the garden.” But did they 
listen to that rule? (No!) No, they chose to disobey their heavenly father. Have 
you ever disobeyed your parents? It can be easy to do because we want our way, 
don’t we? But our parents love us and want what’s best for us, so they give us 
rules to follow. That’s why God gave Adam and Eve the rule about the tree.  
 
But just like in our lives, when Adam and Eve disobeyed, they were punished. 
Now, God could have been really harsh. He could have just struck Adam and Eve 
down and killed them for disobeying Him. He could have yelled “Do Over!” and 
just started over with more perfect people. But He didn’t do that. He loved Adam 
and Eve and He wanted them to learn from their mistakes and continue towards 
salvation. What was the big punishment that He gave Adam and Eve after He gave 
them individual consequences? (He made them leave the Garden.) So, even 
though He loved them and wanted them close to Him, He knew that they could 
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no longer stay in the paradise He created for them. Just like your parents when 
you do something wrong, God was sad about having to punish His children. But 
what is going to happen later on so that God’s children can have salvation and 
ultimately get to Heaven to be with Him? (He sends Jesus to die for our sins.)  
 
Let’s go over a memory verse for this lesson so that we remember what 
happened to Adam and Eve and how God showed them love and mercy. 
 
Memory Verse: “So, the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work 
the ground from which he had taken.” Genesis 3:23  
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(K-2nd) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or refer to printout) and look at Genesis 3. 
 
1. Who are the main characters of this story?  

A. Adam and Eve, God, serpent 
 
2. Why are Adam and Eve not supposed to eat from the tree in the middle of the 
garden?  

A. Because God told them not to.  
 
3. After Eve eats the fruit, what does she do with it?  

A. She gives it to Adam to eat.  
 
4. Why do you think Adam and Eve hid from God after they ate from the tree?  

A. They were ashamed that they had disobeyed God and they suddenly knew 
they were naked. Have you ever felt bad after you disobeyed your parents? 
Did you ever try to hide?  

 
5. How do you think God felt when he knew that Adam and Eve would have to 
leave the garden?  

A. Sad. He was going to be apart from His children.  
 
Let’s say a prayer to help us remember God’s love and that it’s important to obey.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, please be with us today as we interact with our parents and 
family members. Help us to remember that there are consequences for our 
actions and that our parents make rules to keep us safe and allow us to feel loved. 
Help us to remember that You love us even when we do things wrong, and that 
someday we will be with You in Heaven. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
 
 
 
 

8



Lesson 1: God’s Love is Long-Suffering 
  

 

(3rd-5th) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
1. The first part in the skit says that the serpent was “crafty.” What do you think 
the word “crafty” means? (Allow children to make suggestions. Write them down 
on a white board if you have access to one.) 

Do you think it means that he was good at crafts? No, that doesn’t sound 
right. How does the serpent act? He is sneaky and tricks Eve, right? So, 
maybe crafty means that he is sneaky.  

 
2. The serpent tricks Eve into eating the fruit from the forbidden tree. Why do you 
think Eve wanted to eat from the tree?  

Maybe she wanted be like God and have the wisdom of good and evil. 
Maybe she was curious about how the forbidden fruit tasted, or maybe she 
just didn’t like that she had to follow God’s rule.  

 
3. How did God show love when He found out that Adam and Eve disobeyed Him?  

He punished them but did not kill them or disown them. He wanted them to 
learn their lesson and someday earn their way back to paradise.  

 
4. How do we know what rules God has for us?  

Read our Bibles. The Bible tells us how we are supposed to act and how we 
show God that we love and obey Him.  

 
5. Why do you think God created such a beautiful place for Adam and Eve and 
eventually sent His one and only son to save us from our sins?  

Because He loves us! He loves His children and wants the best for us. He 
wants us to be with Him in Heaven someday.  

 
Prayer: Dear God, please be with us today as we interact with our parents and 
family members. Help us to remember that there are consequences for our 
actions and that our parents make rules to keep us safe and allow us to feel loved. 
Help us to remember that You love us even when we do things wrong, and that 
someday we will be with You in Heaven. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
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Hands-on Lesson Review 
 
Review Game (K – 2nd Grade) – “God Says”  
 
Supplies:  
 

- Prompts (below) 
- Open space for children to spread out 

 
Directions: Talk about how we have to obey what God says, and then play the 
game like “Simon Says” with lesson-centered prompts. To make sure the students 
are listening, change it up by saying “Serpent says” and see if they pick up on the 
change. Remind them that we don’t follow the serpent but obey God. 
 
 
“God Says” Prompts 
 

- God says, pretend to be a snake 
- God says, pretend to pick apples 
- God says, pretend to eat the apples 
- God says, give the fruit to your neighbor 
- God says, rub your tummy and say “mmm” 
- Serpent says, be a tall tree  
- God says, hide your eyes 
- Serpent says, run from God 
- God says, look for Adam and Eve (one hand over your eyes, looking back 

and forth) 
- God says, walk out of the garden (march in place) 
- God says, give yourself a hug 
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Hands-on Lesson Review (3rd-5th Grade) 
Bible Pictionary 

 
Supplies:  

- Prompts listed below written on strips of paper 
- Bowl to hold strips of paper 
- Large white board or tablet for drawing 
- Pens/pencils for each participant 
- Timer for timing drawings 

 
Directions:  

1. Divide the group into two teams (or play as individuals). 
2. Each team (or person) is given a chance to choose a strip of paper from the 

bowl without the others seeing what it says.  
3. The person drawing looks at the prompt to see what they will be drawing.  
4. For team play: The person drawing tries to get their team members to 

guess what they’re drawing in under two minutes. For individual play: The 
person drawing tries to get the other people in the room to guess what 
they’re drawing.  

5. For teams: If the team is able to successfully guess within two minutes, 
their team gets a point. For individual play: Whoever guesses the drawing 
first gets to be the next “artist” and the original artist gets a point. 

6. Whoever has the most points when the prompts are gone is the winner.  
 
Bible Pictionary Prompts: 

- Apple 
- Serpent 
- Bible 
- Outside of the garden 
- Heart 

- Tree 
- Adam and Eve 
- Garden of Eden 
- God loves me (us) 
- Eating (fruit) 
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Hands-on Game: Minute-to-Win-It Apple 
Stacking Game 

 
Supplies:  

- 14 apples 
- Large table 
- Stopwatch (or device to calculate 1 minute) 

 
Directions:  

1. Divide kids into two teams (pair up older and younger children if mixed 
ages).  

2. Have the two teams line up near a large table so that only two children, one 
from each team, are touching the table at a time. Only one child from each 
team will compete at one given time.  

3. Give each team seven apples (with the stems removed). 
4. When you say “go” the two children competing will have one minute to 

stack as many apples on top of each other as possible. They must be 
stacked one on top of another, straight up. They cannot be in a pyramid 
shape. 

5. Whoever has the most apples stacked together wins a point for their team.  
6. Repeat the game until every child has had a chance to compete.  
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Bonus Activity: Heart Paintings 
 
Supplies:  
 

- White piece of paper for each student 
- Printout of heart cutout  
- Q-tips 
- Three to four different colors of washable paint 
- Baby wipes for clean up 
- Paper plates for paint 
- Pens or markers 

 
Directions:  
 

1. Give each child a piece of white paper. 
2. Have the child place the heart cutout in the center of their paper.  
3. Give each child a paper plate with a dollop of three to four different colors 

of washable paint.  
4. Give each child a handful of Q-tips. 
5. Tell children that they will hold the heart cutout down with one hand and 

use their other hand to paint with their Q-tips. Explain that they should 
paint over the heart or around the heart so that the heart shape will be left 
white at the end of the activity.  

6. When the children are finished painting, have them lift the heart cutout off 
of their paper and see the white heart underneath.  

7. Throw away paper plates filled with leftover paint and Q-tips and have 
children wipe their hands.  

8. When everything is cleaned up, give each child a pen or marker. Have them 
write “God loves me even when I fail” in the center of their white heart. 
Then have them write “Genesis 3:23” somewhere on the page. This will 
help them to remember their memory verse when they take their artwork 
home.  
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Song Suggestion (K – 2nd Grade): 
 

“When I Look”  
Link: https://youtu.be/4iW9MN7vMpQ 

 
Lyrics: 

 
God made me, He made everything 
God loves me, He can do anything 

If I run over here, if I run over there 
God is everywhere, and He loves me 

When I look up, up, up 
I know He’s real 

When I look down, down, down 
I believe what I’ve found 

When I look in God’s Word 
And I search for Him 

He rewards me, because He loves me 

 
Song Suggestion (3rd – 5th Grade): 

 

“Reckless Love” Link: https://youtu.be/Sc6SSHuZvQE 
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Parent Page 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (L) LONG-SUFFERING 

• Big Idea: God is patient with us, even when we do things wrong. He lets us 
suffer the consequences of our sins, but also gives us the salvation we 
need to have forgiveness of those sins. 

• Key Passage: Genesis 3 – The Fall: The story of Adam and Eve. When Adam 
and Eve disobey, God does not disown them. He lets them live outside of 
the garden and finds a way to bring salvation to humanity.  

 
Today, we talked about how God loves us even when we fail or disobey. We dove 
into Genesis 3 with a skit about Adam and Eve and the “crafty” serpent. Below are 
some talking points to go over with your children and their memory verse for the 
week.  
 

1. Who are the main characters of this story?  
2. Why are Adam and Eve not supposed to eat from the tree in the middle of 

the garden?  
3. After Eve eats the fruit, what does she do with it?  
4. Why do you think Adam and Eve hid from God after they ate from the tree?  
5. Have you ever felt bad after you disobeyed Mom, Dad or a caregiver? Did 

you ever try to hide after you did something wrong?  
6. How do you think God felt when he knew that Adam and Eve would have to 

leave the garden?  
7. Why do you think God showed mercy to Adam and Eve even when they did 

something wrong?  
 
Memory Verse: Genesis 3:23 “So, the Lord God banished him from the Garden of 
Eden to work the ground from which he had taken.” 
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Bonus Family Activity: Bible Pictionary 
 
Invite the children to share this game together with their family. 
 
Supplies:  

- Prompts listed below written on strips of paper 
- Bowl for strips of paper 
- Large white board or tablet for drawing 
- Pens/pencils for each participant 
- Timer for timing drawings 

 
Directions:  

7. Divide the family into two teams (or play as individuals). 
8. Each team (or person) is given a chance to draw a strip of paper from the 

bowl without the others seeing what it says.  
9. The person drawing looks at the prompt to see what they will be drawing.  
10. For team play:  The person drawing tries to get their team members to 

guess what they’re drawing in under two minutes. For individual play: The 
person drawing tries to get the other people in the room to guess what 
they’re drawing.  

11. For team play: If the team is able to successfully guess within two minutes, 
their team gets a point. For individualplay: Whoever guesses the drawing 
first gets to be the next “artist” and the original artist gets a point. 

12. Whoever has the most points when the prompts are gone is the winner.  
 
Bible Pictionary Prompts:  

- Apple 
- Serpent 
- Bible 
- Outside of the garden 
- Heart 

- Tree 
- Adam and Eve 
- Garden of Eden 
- God loves me (us) 
- Eating (fruit) 
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Lesson Summary 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (O) ONE-OF-A-KIND 

• Big Idea: God’s love is so amazing. He does extraordinary things for those 
who love Him, and He shows it in big ways throughout the Bible.  

• Key Passage: Matthew 18:10-14. The parable of the lost sheep. God will 
seek those who are lost. He will find the “one” that has wandered and be 
as happy to find him as the man in the story. 

• Memory Verse: Matthew 18:13 “And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is 
happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 
wander off.” 

 
As you go through this lesson, focus on the fact that we are God’s children, and 
we are all precious to him. Even though there are many of us, He wants you 
specifically to come to Him, even if you’ve lost your way. God is ONE-OF-A-KIND 
and searches for the “one” who wanders. He never gives up on His children. 
 
Gospel Connection: You will read through Matthew 18: 10-14 and talk about the 
joy God has when His children come to Him or return to Him.  
 
Supplies Needed:  
 

- Sheep cutout (enough for 10 sheep)  
- Bibles or Matthew 18:10-14 printout for each student 
- LOST SHEEP poster (one for each child) 
- Pens, pencils or crayons to draw with 
- Timer to give each artist equal time (optional) 
- White yarn 
- Black felt 
- Printout of sheep head template (pictured right) 
- Fabric glue 
- Googly eyes 
- Scissors 
- Dixie cups (3 for each child) 
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Memory Verse Activity: Hand Motions 
 
And if he finds it 
 

Look around like you’re searching for something and then point to it 
 
Truly I tell you 
 

Wag your pointer finger like you are making a point 
 
He is happier 
 

Point to Heaven and then make a smile with your pointer fingers across 
your face 

 
About that one sheep 
 

Make a sign for the number one and then say “baa” after the word sheep 
 
Than about the ninety-nine 
 

Hold up nine fingers and present them twice to make 99 
 
That did not wander off 
 

Put two fingers from your right hand in the palm of your left hand and move 
them back and forth as if they are walking. 
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Introductory Activity: Ten Missing Sheep 
 
Note: Use this introductory activity to show the children what it’s like to go 
searching for something. They will feel the anticipation of finding their “sheep” 
and the joy of finding the one that “wandered away.” 
  
Supplies: 

- 10 sheep cutouts (see below) 
- A large room 
- Tape to attach sheep to objects around the room (optional) 

 
Good morning, everyone. For a few minutes this morning you are all going to be 
shepherds. And what do shepherds take care of? (Allow for answers.) That’s right, 
sheep! So, in order to take care of our sheep for the day, we need to find them. In 
just a minute I’m going to say “go” and you will look around the room for the 10 
hidden sheep. Make sure we are being kind to our friends when we are searching. 
Okay, ready, GO! 
 
After a few minutes they will realize that they can’t find all 10 sheep because 
you have hidden one sheep in your pocket.  
 
So, right now we have nine sheep, and one is missing, right? Let’s come back to 
our seats for a second and regroup. How does it feel to have one sheep that you 
can’t find? How do you think a shepherd would feel if he lost one of his sheep? 
(Allow children to answer.) 
 
Well, the good news is that I found the tenth sheep and he’s right here in my 
pocket! Now we’ve found them all! How do you feel now that we have all of the 
sheep? (Joy, relief, happiness, etc.) That is how God feels when we come back to 
Him after being drawn away by sin. He loves us so much that He isn’t happy until 
we are all with Him and following Him.  
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Sheep Cutouts 
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Large Group Lesson 
 
Now that we have all of our sheep, we are ready to dive into our lesson. If you were here last 
week, you’ll remember that we are learning about God’s love through the acronym L-O-V-E. 
Does anyone remember what the L stands for? God’s love is …? (Allow children to answer,) 
LONG-SUFFERING, that’s right! And what does that mean? (Allow for answers.) It means that 
God is patient with us even when we fail Him. He is a kind and merciful God.  
 
Well, today we’re going to focus on the “O” in LOVE. God’s love is ONE-OF-A-KIND! What does 
it mean if something is one-of-a-kind? (Unique, not like anything else.) So that means that 
God’s love is not like anything else. He does extraordinary things and loves us in big ways.  
 
There are lots of examples of God’s one-of-a-kind love in the Bible, but today we’re going to 
focus on a story in Matthew called the Parable of the Lost Sheep. Who has heard this story 
before? It is a short story in the book of Matthew, but it is an important one because it shows 
us how much God loves us.  
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or pass out handouts) and read through Matthew 18:10-14. (READ 
THROUGH BIBLE PASSAGE.)  
 
Jesus is talking to his disciples and telling them this story. Why do you think Jesus thought it was 
important to tell them the story of the Parable of the Lost Sheep? (Allow children to answer.) 
Do you think maybe He wanted them to know that God doesn’t have favorites? He loves each 
“one” of us and wants us all to be with Him. The disciples could get jealous of each other 
sometimes and often wanted to know who the best disciple was. I think Jesus was letting them 
know that God loves all His children the same. But just because He loves us all the same, it 
doesn’t mean that His love isn’t BIG. 
 
 Just like the shepherd searched for the one sheep even though he had 99 others, God will call 
to you to follow Him when you have sinned or turned your back on Him. He is filled with joy 
when you return to Him because He loves you. 
 
Let’s go over a memory verse for this lesson so that we remember what happened in the 
Parable of the Lost Sheep and how much God loves us. 
 
Memory Verse: “And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than 
about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.” Matthew 18:13 
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(K-2nd) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or refer to printout) and look at Matthew 18:10-14. 
 
1. Who is telling the Parable of the Lost Sheep?  

A. Jesus 
 
2. Who is he telling this story to?  

A. His disciples 
 
3. How many sheep has the shepherd found?  

A. 99.  
 
4. How many sheep does the shepherd go looking for?  

A. one  
 
5. How is God like the shepherd who searched for the “one” sheep?  

A. God will go searching for any of His children who have wandered away 
from Him because He loves them. 

 
6. How do you think God feels when one of his children comes back to Him after 
they have sinned or wandered away from Him?  

A. He is filled with joy. He is so happy to have His child close to Him again. 
 
7. What are some ways we can stay close to God and not “wander away” from 
Him?  

A. Read the Bible (know His word), pray, spend time worshipping Him (church, 
singing songs about Him)  

 
Let’s say a prayer to help us remember God’s love is one-of-a-kind.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, please help us to remember how much You love us, even when 
we wander from You. Thank You, Lord, for Your one-of-a-kind love. We pray that 
we will stay close to You as we go about our daily lives. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
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(3rd-5th) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
1. Why do you think Jesus wanted the disciples to hear the Parable of the Lost 
Sheep?  

Do you think maybe He wanted them to know that they are all special to 
God and no one is above the other? Jesus wanted the disciples to know the 
greatness and unconditional love of God because they would be the ones 
sharing Jesus’ story after he ascended into Heaven.  

 
2. What can we learn from the Parable of the Lost Sheep?   

Maybe He wants us to know that we are special to God. Even when we do 
something wrong and feel far away from Him, he never stops pursuing us. 
He loves us and wants us to be with Him forever in Heaven. 

 
3. How do you think the shepherd felt when he finally found his missing sheep?  

He was filled with joy that his precious sheep was found.  
 
4. How do you think God feels when we choose to follow Him or come back to 
Him after we’ve strayed from Him?  

He feels even more joy than the shepherd because God has extraordinary, 
one-of-a-kind love for us. 

 
5. What are some ways we can stay close to God and not “wander away” from 
Him? 

Read the Bible (know His word), pray, spend time worshipping Him (church, 
singing songs about Him).  

 
Let’s say a prayer to help us remember God’s love is one-of-a-kind.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, please help us to remember how much You love us, even when 
we wander from You. Thank You, Lord, for your one-of-a-kind love. We pray that 
we will stay close to You as we go about our daily lives. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
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Hands-on Game – “Hot Sheep” 
 
Supplies:  
 

- Stuffed sheep or sheep cutout from the introductory activity above 
- Room for children to spread out 
- Device to play music (Bonus points if you play “Reckless Love”) 

 
Directions: This game is played like a game of “Hot Potato.”  
 
1. Have children spread out and form a circle. 
2. Play music and have the children pass the “lost sheep” around the circle. 
3. When the music stops, the child holding the sheep is out.  
4. Continue this until the last child is left.  
 
At the end of the game, the leader will pretend to be the “shepherd” and pat each 
child on the head saying, “You are found in Christ.” 
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Hands-on Lesson Review 
 
Review Game – “Lost Sheep”  
 
Oh, no! Your sheep is lost! Now you have to describe your lost sheep to the police 
department’s sketch artist. Don’t leave out any details! Did she have purple 
fleece? Did he have polka dot horns? Did she have rainbow wings? The more 
detailed your description, the easier your sheep will be to find!  
 
Supplies:  
 

- LOST SHEEP poster (one for each child) 
- Pens, pencils or crayons to draw with 
- Timer to give each artist equal time (optional) 

 
Directions: Put children in pairs. They will take turns being the “shepherd” and 
the “sketch artist.” The shepherd will tell his/her partner what the “lost sheep” 
looked like and the sketch artist will have to draw it (it can be silly). The sketch 
artist will draw the sheep on a LOST poster (provided). 
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LOST SHEEP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE CONTACT ______________________ IF YOU HAVE SEEN THIS SHEEP! 
 
 
“And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than about 
the ninety-nine that did not wander off.” Matthew 18:13 
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Bonus Activity: Hidden Sheep 
Supplies:  
 

- White yarn 
- Black felt 
- Printout of sheep head template  
- Fabric glue 
- Googly eyes 
- Scissors 
- Dixie cups (3 for each child) 

 
Directions:  
Before gathering, cut out one sheep’s head from black felt 
for each child.  
 
1. Give each child a 6’ piece of yarn. 
2. Have each child loosely wrap their yarn around two fingers about 50 times. (Monitor children 
so that they don’t wrap the yarn too tightly.)  
3. When they have finished wrapping the yarn around their two fingers, come by and tie each 
bundle with a short piece of yarn.   
4. Have the child cut the loops in the yarn to make a pompom. 
5. Have the child trim the long pieces so the yarn resembles a circle or sphere.  
6. When the children are finished trimming, pass out the black felt sheep heads that you have 
prepared ahead of time.  
7. Have the children glue sheep head to the middle of the pompom with fabric glue.   
8. When everyone is finished constructing their sheep, give each child three Dixie cups. 
9. Have the child hide their newly created sheep under one of the cups and see if the person 
next to them can see which cup the sheep is hiding in. You can make this into a structured 
game or just an activity to keep the children busy while others are finishing up.  
 
Note: Challenge the children to take their sheep and cups home with them and see if a parent or 
sibling can guess where the sheep is hiding. Encourage them to share the Parable of the Lost 
Sheep and what they learned in class.  
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Song Suggestion (K – 2nd Grade): 
 

“When I Look” 
Link: https://youtu.be/4iW9MN7vMpQ 

 
Lyrics: 

 
God made me, He made everything 
God loves me, He can do anything 

If I run over here, if I run over there 
God is everywhere, and He loves me 

When I look up, up, up 
I know He’s real 

When I look down, down, down 
I believe what I’ve found 

When I look in God’s Word 
And I search for Him 

He rewards me, because He loves me 

 
Song Suggestion (3rd – 5th Grade): 

 

“Reckless Love”  
Link: https://youtu.be/Sc6SSHuZvQE 
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Parent Page 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (O) ONE-OF-A-KIND 

• Big Idea: God’s love is so amazing. He does extraordinary things for those 
who love Him, and He shows it in big ways throughout the Bible.  

• Key Passage: Matthew 18:10-14. The parable of the lost sheep. God will 
seek those who are lost. He will find the “one” that has wandered and be 
as happy to find him as the man in the story. 

• Memory Verse: Matthew 18:13 “And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is 
happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 
wander off.” 

 
Today, we talked about how God loves us so much that He will leave everything 
to come searching for us like the shepherd in the Parable of the Lost Sheep.  
 

1. Who is telling the Parable of the Lost Sheep? (Jesus) 
2. Who is He telling this story to? (His disciples) 
3. How many sheep has the shepherd found? (99) 
4. How many sheep does the shepherd go looking for? (one) 
5. How is God like the shepherd who searched for the “one” sheep?  
6. How do you think God feels when we choose to follow Him or come back to 

Him after we’ve strayed from Him?  
7. What are some ways we can stay close to God and not “wander away” from 

Him? 
 
Memory Verse: “And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one 
sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.” Matthew 18:13 
 
Family Activity: “Hidden Sheep” – Your child brought home a sheep and three 
Dixie cups to play a guessing game with you. Let them explain to you how the 
game works and how it connects to the Parable of the Lost Sheep. 
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Lesson Summary 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (V) VICTORIOUS 

• Big Idea: God loved His people and wanted them to spend eternity with 
Him. So, He gave His only son so they could be with Him in Heaven. 

• Key Passage: John 3:1-21 – Jesus talks to Nicodemus  
• Memory Verse: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.” 

 
As you go through this lesson, remind children that God loved us so much that 
He sent His one and only son to die on the cross for us to defeat sin and 
darkness and be VICTORIOUS in giving His children the chance for salvation. 
 
Gospel Connection: You will read through John 3:1-21 and focus on what Jesus is 
trying to teach Nicodemus. He wants Him to know that God’s love will conquer 
the darkness and open a place for him in the kingdom of God if he just follows 
Jesus. 
 
Supplies Needed:  
 

- Copies of the “Jesus and Nicodemus” skit for each child 
- Pink and red foam hearts (enough for every child in your class) 
- Permanent marker  
- Music playing device 
- Large room to spread out 
- Brown paper lunch sacks (two for each child in your class) 
- Brown construction paper 
- White construction paper 
- Red construction paper 
- Scissors 
- Glue 
- Markers 
- Printout of “Parent Handout” to pass out to students 
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Memory Verse Activity: Hand Motions 
 
For God so loved the world 
 

Point up at Heaven, make a heart with your arms across your chest and 
then make a circle with your hands to indicate the whole world 

 
That he gave 
 

Put hands out like you are giving something away 
 
His one and only Son 
 

Hold up one finger and then pretend to pat a child on the head next to you 
 
That whoever believes in him 
 

Point to temple and then to Heaven 
 
Shall not perish 
 

Put back of hand on your forehead like you are about to faint 
 
But have eternal life 
 

Raise two hands to the sky like you are ascending to Heaven 
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Jesus and Nicodemus Skit 
 
Note: Some creative license has been taken to make the story engaging for kids to 
read aloud.  
 
Characters: 

- Jesus 
- Nicodemus 
- Narrator 

 
Narrator: It was late at night and Jesus was praying and resting. Suddenly, He 
heard a small voice whispering to Him through the darkness. 
 
Nicodemus: Excuse me. Hello? 
 
Narrator: Jesus got up from the floor and opened the door to see Nicodemus 
standing in front of him. He was a respected Jewish leader and teacher and was 
risking ridicule by being seen with Jesus. 
 
Jesus: Come in, Nicodemus. How can I help you? 
 
Nicodemus: Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher from God because no one 
could have performed those miracles if they were not with God. 
 
Jesus: That is true. And no one can be a part of the kingdom of God if they are not 
born again.  
 
Nicodemus: What? Born again? How can someone old be born again? Does that 
mean I must enter my mother’s womb for a second time? 
 
Jesus: No, no. Nicodemus. You are misunderstanding what I’m saying. No one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Holy Spirit. Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirt gives birth to spirit.  
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Nicodemus: Hmmm. 
 
Narrator: Nicodemus was still a little confused.  
 
Jesus: You shouldn’t be surprised by what I’m saying, Nicodemus. The wind blows 
wherever it wants to go, and you hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it’s going. This is the same for those who are born of the 
Spirit. 
 
Nicodemus: But how can this be? 
 
Jesus: Nicodemus, you are Israel’s teacher, and you don’t understand these 
things. This is the problem. We have spoken what we know, and we testify to 
what we’ve seen, but still, you people don’t accept our testimony. If you cannot 
understand these earthly things I speak about, then how can I get you to 
understand heavenly things?  
 
Narrator: Nicodemus thought for a second and tried to understand what Jesus 
was saying. He wasn’t sure if he could forget the things he’d been taught since he 
was a child. Jesus could tell that Nicodemus needed some more convincing. 
 
Jesus: Okay, Nicodemus. It’s like this. God loved the people of the world—all the 
people, not just His “chosen people”— so much that He sent His one and only son 
to be sacrificed. This sacrifice will push back the darkness and bring light and 
salvation to the world. Whoever believes this will not perish but have eternal life.  
 
Nicodemus: But God was supposed to send a mighty king to rid the world of evil.  
 
Jesus: God did not send His son into the world to condemn it, but to save it 
through Him. Whoever believes in Him is saved. It’s that simple. But those who 
don’t believe are condemned because they have chosen not to believe in God’s 
one and only son.  
 
Nicodemus: I think I understand, Rabbi. It is up to me to decide whether to accept 
God’s loving gesture.  
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Large Group Lesson 
 
Good morning, everyone! Let’s get to our lesson now that we’ve met the 
characters in our story today. Who remembers who they were? That’s right, Jesus 
and Nicodemus. We’re going to talk about them in a minute. But first, if you have 
been here the last couple of weeks, you’ll remember that we are learning about 
God’s love through the acronym L-O-V-E. Does anyone remember what the L 
stands for? God’s love is…? (Allow children to answer.) LONG-SUFFERING, that’s 
right! And what does that mean? (Allow for answers.) It means that God is patient 
with us even when we fail him. He is a kind and merciful God.  
 
Last week we talked about the letter “O” in LOVE. Who remembers what that 
means? Yes, God’s love is ONE-OF-A-KIND! So that means that God’s love is not 
like anything else. Today we’re going to talk about the letter “V” in LOVE. What 
words about God’s love do you think start with the letter “V?” One word that 
describes God’s love is VICTORIOUS. What does victorious mean? It means you 
overcame something great and succeeded. God overcame the darkness of a sinful 
world to give us salvation. How did he do that? Does anyone know? (Allow for 
answers.) Yes, through Jesus Christ! God gave His only son to save the world—you 
and me. He wanted us to all have the chance to be victorious over sin as well and 
spend eternity in Heaven.  
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or pass out handouts) and read through John 3:1-21. (READ 
THROUGH BIBLE PASSAGE.)  
 
Nicodemus comes to Jesus secretly because he is afraid that the other Jewish 
leaders will see him speaking with Jesus. Jesus was seen as a troublemaker at the 
time, leading people away from the traditional ways of Jewish life. So, Nicodemus 
visits Jesus at night and tells Him that he knows that He must be God’s son 
because of the miracles He’s performed. Jesus is kind of fed up with these leaders 
because they still don’t believe what He is telling them even when they see 
heavenly things on earth. So, He tries to make it simple for Nicodemus. He wants 
Nicodemus to know that God loves everyone – not just the Jewish people—and 
wants to see them all saved. He explains that God sent his only son to be 
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sacrificed so this could happen. He also tells Nicodemus about being born of 
water and the Holy Spirit. It is hard for Nicodemus to grasp these concepts, but 
we know from the story of Jesus’ life that He died on the cross so that the people 
of the world could be free of sin and spend forever in Heaven with God. God’s 
love was so big that it overcame the darkness of sin to give us all the chance at 
eternal life. All we have to do is believe in Jesus and be born of water and the 
spirit (baptism).  
 
Let’s go over a memory verse for this lesson so that we remember what 
happened in the Parable of the Lost Sheep and how much God loves us. 
 
Memory Verse: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:16 NIV 
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(K-2nd) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or refer to printout) and look at John 3:1-21. 
 
1. Who came to see Jesus at night?  

A. Nicodemus 
 
2. Why did he come at nighttime instead of during the day?  

A. He didn’t want anyone to see him with Jesus because he was part of the 
Jewish leaders who didn’t want Jesus around. 

 
3. Jesus said he had to be born again. Did he mean be born like a baby?  

A. No, He meant to be baptized—born of water and the Holy Spirit 
 
4. Who did God send to save the world from darkness and sin?  

A. Jesus  
 
5. Why do you think Jesus shared this with Nicodemus?  

A. Maybe He wanted him to know that God loves him, and God’s son would 
die for him, too. He wanted him to know that salvation was possible—he 
didn’t have to remain in darkness and sin. 

 
Let’s say a prayer to help us remember God’s love is VICTORIOUS over sin and 
darkness.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for sending Your one and only son to die on the 
cross so that we didn’t have to live in sin. Thank You for providing a way for us to 
spend forever in Heaven with You. Help us to share Your love with others and tell 
them about You every chance we get. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
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(3rd -5th) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
1. Why did Nicodemus come to see Jesus at nighttime instead of during the day?  

Nicodemus was a Pharisee—an important body of Jewish leaders. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus coming into town and telling people about 
salvation for everyone—not just God’s “chosen” people. Nicodemus wanted 
to see Jesus, but he was afraid of what the others would think of him if they 
saw them together. 

 
2. What did Jesus talk to Nicodemus about?  And Why? 

He told him about being born again—through water and the Holy Spirit—
and that God loved the world so much that He sent His one and only son to 
be sacrificed for them. He wanted Nicodemus to know that God’s love is 
victorious over sin and darkness and He wants to see all people come to 
salvation so they can spend forever in Heaven with Him. 

 
3. In the scripture it says, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so 
the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him.” What do you think Jesus is talking about here?  

He is talking about when the Son of Man (Jesus) will be held up on the cross 
like the snake was held up by Moses. And whoever believes that Jesus died 
on the cross to take away the world’s sins and give everyone the chance for 
salvation will have eternal life with God. 

 
4. What does the scripture mean by “God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him?” 

He means that God didn’t send a mighty king riding in on a horse to slay all 
those who were sinful. He sent a lamb (Jesus) to be sacrificed so that all of 
His children would have the chance to go to Heaven. 

 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank You for sending Your one and only son to die on the 
cross so that we didn’t have to live in sin. Thank You for providing a way for us to 
spend forever in Heaven with You. Help us to share your love with others and tell 
them about You every chance we get. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
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Hands-on Lesson Review Game 
“Musical Hearts”  

 
God’s love is all around us. Love is often times represented by hearts. So, today 
we’re going to play a game with hearts!  
 
Supplies:  
 

- Pink and red foam hearts (enough for every child in your class) 
- Permanent marker  
- Music playing device 
- Large room to spread out 

 
Directions: 
 

1. Lay out the foam hearts on a table or sturdy surface before class time. 
Write (with your permanent marker) on each heart the items on the list 
below.  

2. Lay the hearts in a circle around the room (large enough for children to 
walk around). 

3. Have children pick a place around the circle of hearts. Encourage them not 
to move the hearts around with their feet.  

4. Play some music (Reckless Love, perhaps) for a few seconds and let children 
walk around the hearts. After a few seconds, stop the music. When the 
music stops, choose a child to read what’s written on the heart in front of 
them. 

5. That child will then do the task that is written on the heart.  
6. Once the child has executed their task, the game starts again. 
7. Continue steps 4-7 until each child has had the chance to read a heart and 

do a task.  
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Foam Heart List 
 

• Pretend to be Nicodemus sneaking through the town at night. 
• Name one thing Jesus talked to Nicodemus about 
• Make a heart with your hands 
• Say one thing you love about God 
• Tell the class what “L” stands for in L-O-V-E 
• Tell the class what “O” stands for in L-O-V-E 
• Tell the class what “V” stands for in L-O-V-E 
• Name the two things we need to be “born again.” 
• Name something you love 
• Name something in the room that starts with “L” 
• Name something in the room that starts with “O” 
• Name something in the room that starts with “V” 
• Name something in the room that starts with “E” 
• Make a heart with your body 
• Make a confused Nicodemus face. 
• Name the opposite of darkness. 
• Name the opposite of light. 
• Pretend to be Moses lifting up a snake. 
• Jump one foot and spell love. 
• Make an “L” with your body. 
• Make an “O” with your body. 
• Make a “V” with your body. 
• Make an “E” with your body. 
• Make ocean waves with your hands. 
• Flap your arms like a bird. 
• Name a food you love. 
• Name a hobby or activity you love. 
• Give yourself a hug. 
• Put your hands on your heart and feel your heartbeat. 
• Name something that provides light in the darkness. 
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Bonus Activity: Jesus and Nicodemus 
Puppets Craft 

 
Supplies: 

- Brown paper lunch sacks (two for 
each child in your class) 

- Brown construction paper 
- White construction paper 
- Red construction paper 
- Scissors, glue, and markers 

 
Directions: 

1. Give each child two paper lunch 
sacks. Tell them that one will be a Jesus puppet and one will be a 
Nicodemus puppet. (Show them an example of the finished product so they 
know what their puppets might look like – example above.) 

2. Instruct the children to use the construction paper to cut out brown hair 
and a beard for Jesus and white hair and beard for Nicodemus.  

3. Instruct the children to cut out a red mouth that they will glue under the 
flap of the paper lunch sack. This will make the puppet look like it’s opening 
its mouth to talk. 

4. Let the children be creative in designing their puppets.  
5. When everyone is finished decorating their puppets, have them write John 

3:16 on the bottom of both puppets so they will remember the memory 
verse.  

6. When everyone is finished, divide the children into pairs and have them act 
out the Bible lesson with their puppets. If they can read, allow them to use 
their skit scripts to act out the lesson.  

 
Note: Encourage them to share their puppets and the Bible story with their 
parents and loved ones. 
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Song Suggestion (K – 2nd Grade): 
 

“When I Look” 
Link: https://youtu.be/4iW9MN7vMpQ 

 
Lyrics: 

 
God made me, He made everything 
God loves me, He can do anything 

If I run over here, if I run over there 
God is everywhere, and He loves me 

When I look up, up, up 
I know He’s real 

When I look down, down, down 
I believe what I’ve found 

When I look in God’s Word 
And I search for Him 

He rewards me, because He loves me 

 
Song Suggestion (3rd – 5th Grade): 

 

“Reckless Love 
Link: https://youtu.be/Sc6SSHuZvQE 
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Parent Page 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (V) VICTORIOUS 

• Big Idea: God loved His people and wanted them to spend eternity with 
Him. So, he gave His only son so they could be with Him in Heaven. 

• Key Passage: John 3:1-21 – Jesus talks to Nicodemus  
 
Today, we talked about how God sent His one and only son to be sacrificed so 
that we could live with God forever in Heaven. We also talked about what it 
means to be born again and how God was VICTORIOUS over darkness and sin. Ask 
your child what they learned from the story of Jesus and Nicodemus. 
 

1. Who came to see Jesus at night?  
2. Why did he come at nighttime instead of during the day?  
3. Jesus said he had to be born again. Did he mean be born like a baby?  
4. Who did God send to save the world from darkness and sin?  
5. Why do you think Jesus shared this with Nicodemus?  
6. What did Jesus talk to Nicodemus about?   
7. Why do you think Jesus talked about these things with Nicodemus? 

 
Memory Verse: John 3:16 NIV “For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 
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Bonus Family Activity:  
“God’s Love Rains Down on Us” 

 
God’s love is all around us. It “rains” down on us in many different ways. Try this 
craft and activity with your family and help your children focus on the blessings in 
life.  
 
Supplies:  
 

- Printout of the “cloud” (below) that has this week’s memory verse printed 
on it. 

- Printout of hearts (below) 
- Construction paper 
- Scissors 
- Yarn 
- Tape 

 
Directions:  
 

1. Print and cut out the cloud shape. Read the Bible verse and talk about it 
with your children. 

2. When you are finished, print out the hearts and have your kids help you cut 
them out.  

3. Lay the hearts out in front of you and ask your children and family 
members, “What are some things that God has done for our family? How 
has He showed us love?” 

4. Write each answer on one of the hearts.  
5. Cut six strips of yarn at different lengths (it doesn’t have to be exact). When 

you’re finished, attach the hearts to the strands of yarn with tape.  
6. Then tape the strands (with hearts attached) to the cloud. Hang up your 

cloud on the fridge or somewhere where you can observe your blessings on 
a daily basis. 
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“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish, but have eternal life.”  

John 3:16 
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Lesson Summary 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (E) ETERNAL 

• Big Idea: God has always loved me. He knew me even before I was born. 
His love for me is never ending. 

• Key Passages: Psalm 139:13-18 – David speaking about how God has 
always known him. He was knit together in his mother’s womb and God 
ordained the days of his life. Luke 1:39-45 – Mary visits Elizabeth and her 
unborn child leaps when in the presence of Mary’s baby.  

• Memory Verse: Psalm 139:13 – “For you created my inmost being; you 
knit me together in my mother’s womb.” 

 
As you go through this lesson, children will learn that God’s love is ETERNAL—it 
is forever. God has known us before we were formed and sees us all the days of 
our lives.  
 
Gospel Connection: You will read through Psalm 139 and discuss how David 
describes God’s love for him. Focus on how God has loved him since before he 
was born and knows when he rises and when he rests. You will also read Luke 
1:39-45 and talk about how Elizabeth’s baby recognized the Son of God even 
before either of the were born. It shows us how much God has a hand in our lives. 
 
Supplies Needed:  
 

- Air dry clay (enough for each child to have a small amount) 
- White board (that everyone can see) or large writing tablet 
- Pen/marker to write the words 
- Piece of paper or smaller white board to write the score (optional) 
- Cardboard circle (pattern below) 
- Yarn  
- Pencil 
- “Charm” with Bible verse (printout below) 
- Printout of Parent Page for children to take home 
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Memory Verse Activity: Hand Motions 
 
For you created 
 

Point up to Heaven and then make swirls with two pointer fingers as if 
creating something 

 
My inmost being 
 

Point to self with thumbs 
 
You knit me together 
 

Hold two fists out in front of you and pretend to knit something 
 
In my mother’s womb 
 

Pretend to rock a baby 
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Large Group Lesson 
 
Good morning, everyone! You can see that each person has a small ball of clay. In 
a minute I’m going to set a timer for five minutes and I want you to create a 
person out of your clay and give it a name. Ready, go. (Allow five minutes for 
children to complete their creation.) 
 
Okay, who wants to share their creation? (Allow children time to tell you about 
their creation.) When you were creating your person did you know what it would 
look like? Did you know its name when you were creating it? Well, God created 
each one of us, and He knew what we would look like, what our names would be, 
and who we would become before we were ever born. Isn’t that amazing? That 
leads us to what we are talking about today, which is that God’s love is (E) 
ETERNAL!  
 
Who knows what the word eternal means? (Pause for answers.) It means forever 
and ever. So, that means God’s love never runs out. It started before you were 
created and will never end. God has always loved you and He always will. Let’s 
open our Bibles to Psalm 139 and read about how David talks about God’s eternal 
love. (READ THROUGH BIBLE PASSAGE.) 
 
David talks about how God knows when he sleeps and when he rises. He knows 
what he’s going to say before he says it. These words are very comforting to 
David, and they should be comforting to us, too. It means that God’s love is 
always with us. In verse 13, he says, “For you created my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb.” That means that God formed you in your 
mother’s belly. In verse 16, David says, “Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the 
days ordained for me were written in your book.” This means that God knew the 
person you would become before you were even formed. That’s pretty amazing. 
God has always loved you, even before you were born.  
 
Let’s skip over to Luke 1:39 and read about Mary (Jesus’s mother) and when she 
went to visit her cousin Elizabeth (John the Baptist’s mother). (READ THROUGH 
BIBLE PASSAGE.) What happened when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting? The 
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baby leaped in her womb! He recognized Jesus in Mary’s belly. That tells us that 
God’s love was so recognizable in Mary’s womb that Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and her baby leapt for joy. God’s love is so powerful!   
 
So, let’s go over what all of the letters of L-O-V-E stand for. Because guess what? 
We now know them all! So, “L” is for…(wait for replies) LONG-SUFFERING, “O” is 
for(wait for replies) ONE-OF-A-KIND, “V” is for…(wait for replies) VICTORIOUS, and 
“E” is for…(wait for replies) ETERNAL. 
 
Now we know all of the ways God’s love is powerful and amazing in our lives! 
 
Let’s go over this week’s memory verse so we remember that God’s love is 
ETERNAL. 
 
Memory Verse: “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb.” Psalm 139:13 
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(K -2nd) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or refer to printout) and look at Psalm 139. 
 
1. God knows when I sit and when I _____?  

A. rise 
 
2. David says that God created his inmost______?  

A. Being 
 
Skip to Luke 1:39 
 
3. Who is Mary going to visit?  

A. Elizabeth 
 
4. What did Elizabeth’s baby do when Mary greeted Elizabeth?  

A. He leapt for joy.  
 
5. Why do you think Elizabeth says, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the child you bear?”  
 

A. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and realizes that Mary will be the 
mother of the Son of God. She knows that Mary will be blessed by God and 
so will her baby.  

 
Prayer: Dear God, we are so glad that You have known us and loved us from 
before we were born. Help us to remember how much You love us, even when we 
are facing hard situations. We praise You for Your ETERNAL love and pray to 
spend forever with You. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
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(3rd -5th) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
1. What does David mean when he says, “You know when I sit and when I 
rise…you discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my 
ways?”  
 

Davis is rejoicing in the fact that God knows everything he does. He is with 
him throughout his day and throughout his life. 

 
2. What does David mean when he says, “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where 
can I flee from your presence?”    
 

He means that there is nowhere that David goes that God is not with him. 
Whether he’s on the “far side of the sea” or “the depths,” God is there with 
him.  

 
3. David says that God “knit me together in my mother’s womb.” So, how long has 
God known and loved him? 
 

He has loved him even before he was fully formed in his mother’s belly.  
 
4. What does Elizabeth mean when she says, “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the child you will bear?” 
 

When she is filled with the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth realizes that Mary has been 
chosen to carry and deliver the Son of Man. She is telling Mary how blessed 
she is to be tasked with such an honor. 

 
Prayer:  Dear God, we are so glad that You have known us and loved us from 
before we were born. Help us to remember how much You love us, even when we 
are facing hard situations. We praise You for your ETERNAL love and pray to 
spend forever with You. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
 

56



Lesson 4: God’s Love is Eternal 
  

 
 

Hands-on Lesson Review 
 
Review Game – “Guess the Letter”  
 
This game is played much like hangman, but without drawing the man. The 
phrase list for this game (see next page) come from this week’s lesson and some 
of the previous weeks’ as well. This will help to review all of the material covered 
throughout the unit. 
 
Supplies:  
 

- White board (that everyone can see) or large writing tablet 
- Pen/marker to write the words 
- Piece of paper or smaller white board to write the score (optional) 

 
Directions: 
 

1. Separate the children into two teams. Give each team a Bible (or several to 
share). 

2. Write blanks for the first phrase (like in Hangman) on the white board.  
3. Each team will have a turn guessing letters to fill in the blanks. They will be 

allowed to have their Bibles open during the competition. Tell the children 
which Bible passage the phrase is coming from before beginning the round.  

4. The teams will go back and forth trying to fill in the letters until a team is 
ready to guess. They can only guess at the beginning of a turn.  

5. Once the team guesses the phrase correctly, they will be given a point.  
6. Continue this process until the words/phrases run out. Whoever has the 

most points at the end wins.  
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Phrase List 
 
• “You know when I sit and rise” – Psam 139 
• “For you created my inmost being” – Psalm 139 
• “You knit me together in my mother’s womb” – Psalm 139 
• “I am fearfully and wonderfully made” – Psalm 139 
• “You are familiar with all my ways” – Psalm 139 
• “Why am I so favored?” – Luke 1:39 – 48 
• “Blessed are you among women” – Luke 1:39 – 48 
• “Blessed is the child you bear” – Luke 1:39 – 48 
• “The baby in my womb leaped for joy” – Luke 1:39 – 48 
• “Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit” – Luke 1:39 – 48 
• “The serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals” – Genesis 3 
• “You must not eat fruit from the tree” – Genesis 3 
• “They hid from the Lord God among the trees” – Genesis 3 
• “Will he not leave the ninety-nine” – Matthew 18:10-14 
• “He is happier about that one sheep” – Matthew 18:10-14 
• “Any of these little ones should perish” – Matthew 18:10-14 
• “No one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again” – John 3:1-21 
• “You are Israel’s teacher?” – John 3:1-21 
• “Just as Moses lifted up the snake” – John 3:1-21 
• “For God so loved the world.” – John 3:1-21 
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Bonus Activity: Knit Bracelets Craft 
 
Children will get the chance to knit together a bracelet just like God knit us 
together in our mothers’ wombs. 
 
Supplies: 

- Cardboard circle (pattern below – prepare ahead of time) 
- Yarn  
- Pencil 
- Permanent marker 
- “Charm” with Bible verse (printout below) 

 
Directions: 

1. Give each child a cardboard circle (prepare these ahead of time). 
2. Mark the circle with eight tick marks (this will be where your yarn will go) 

with a permanent marker. 
3. Use a pair of scissors to cut on the tick marks (about ¼ of the way to the 

center of the circle). 
4. Use a pencil to poke a hole in the center of the circle.  
5. Cut seven strands of yarn, about a foot long each. Tie these stands together 

with a knot at the top of the strands. 
6. Feed the knot through the center of the cardboard circle. Lay each strand 

into a different notch, leaving one free of yarn. Let the yarn hang off of the 
side of the circle. 

7. Take the third strand of yarn (from the empty notch) and fill the empty 
notch. Keep filling the empty notch with every third piece of yarn and you 
will start to see a knitting effect start to happen.  

8. When you have gotten to the end of your yarn strands (about a ½ inch from 
the ends), undo the yarn from the cardboard circle and tie a knot at the 
end.  

9. Next tie the two ends of the bracelet together.  
10. Give each child a “charm” and have them poke a hole in the end. Loop a 

piece of yarn through the hole and tie the “charm” onto the bracelet.  
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“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
  

“For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s 
womb.”  
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Knit Bracelets Visual Instructions 
 
Step 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 3 
 
 
Step 2 

 
Step 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 4 
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Step 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Step 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 7 
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Song Suggestion (K – 2nd Grade): 
 

“When I Look” 
Link: https://youtu.be/4iW9MN7vMpQ 

 
Lyrics: 

 
God made me, He made everything 
God loves me, He can do anything 

If I run over here, if I run over there 
God is everywhere, and He loves me 

When I look up, up, up 
I know He’s real 

When I look down, down, down 
I believe what I’ve found 

When I look in God’s Word 
And I search for Him 

He rewards me, because He loves me 

 
Song Suggestion (3rd – 5th Grade): 

 

“Reckless Love” 
Link: https://youtu.be/Sc6SSHuZvQE 
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Parent Page 
 

Title:  God’s Love is (E) ETERNAL 
• Big Idea: God has always loved me. He knew me even before I was born. His 

love for me is never ending. 
• Key Passages: Psalm 139:13-18 – David speaking about how God has always 

known him. He was knit together in his mother’s womb and God ordained the 
days of his life. Luke 1:39-45 – Mary visits Elizabeth and her unborn child leaps 
when in the presence of Mary’s baby.  

 
Today, we talked about how God’s love is ETERNAL—it never ends and has always been 
with us. We discussed how God knew us before we were even formed and loves us all 
the days of our lives. He loves us so much that He wants us to spend forever with Him. 
 

1. God knows when I sit and when I _____?  
2. David says that God created his inmost______?  
3. Who is Mary going to visit?  
4. What did Elizabeth’s baby do when Mary greeted Elizabeth?  
5. Why do you think Elizabeth says, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the child you bear?”  
6. David says that God “knit me together in my mother’s womb.” So, how long has 

God known and loved him? 
7. What does Elizabeth mean when she says, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the child you will bear?” 
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 139:13 – “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb.” 
 
Suggested Family Activity: “Celebrate Your Family History”  
God loved us before we were born and knows when we sleep and when we rise. He is 
our loving father. Take some time sharing with your child about your family history and 
theirs. Look through family photographs or photos you’ve taken and share memories. 
You can even make a collage by taping the photos to a piece of poster board. Share your 
love like God shares His. 
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