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Spread the Good News! 
Sunday School Lesson from Paul’s Macedonian Call 

and Leading Lydia to Christ in Acts 16:9-15 

Lesson focus: This lesson reminds students that all of us have 

God-given opportunities to share God’s love with others and to 

proclaim the Gospel good news of Jesus. This story provides a 

glimpse into Paul’s missionary travels as he meets Lydia in Philippi. After hearing what Paul had to 

say, Lydia was baptized and filled with enthusiasm for the Lord. This encounter shows that God’s 

Spirit is at work everywhere and at all times! We are called to spread His good news to all.  

Scripture Passage: Acts 16:9-15 

Target Audience: Kindergarten-6th grade, age 6-12 years old 

Teaching Materials Needed: Grape kool-aid mix, food coloring, shells, purple items, paper plates, 

purple yarn and paper.  

More Bible Lesson on Paul and Lydia 

• Watch this children’s sermon lesson and related Bible craft ideas 

• Compare our full Acts 16:9-15 Sunday School Lesson on Lydia and Paul 

• Compare another Children’s Bible Lesson on Paul’s Journey to Macedonia 

• Download the Paul preaching coloring page for children  

• Read about the Macedonian Call Bible Verse Acts 16:9 

*Adaptations noted for younger students. Most activities can work for all age groups.  

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/
https://youtu.be/KlB_z_pJfi4
https://youtu.be/N8NmZTyjWx8
https://ministry-to-children.com/lesson-paul-tells-lydia/
https://ministry-to-children.com/paul-goe-to-help-in-macedonia-sunday-school-lesson/
https://ministry-to-children.com/paul-preaching-in-the-synagogue-coloring-page/
https://10bibleverses.com/scripture-quotes/come-over-to-macedonia-and-help-us-acts-169/
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Game Activities to Introduce the Bible Lesson for Kids 

Lesson Opening: Kick off with some fun activities that connect with the color purple, or with some of 

the other themes of the story (baptism and spreading the Gospel):  

• Purple it up: name as many things as you can think of that are the color purple! 

• Make “scratch n sniff” purple paint! Mix grape Kool-Aid with water, adding blue and red food 

coloring if needed for extra tint. Experiment with ratios of food dye to create shades of purple. 

Use paint brushes to spread the water color onto paper.  

• Make a collage of pictures that are purple, or use various shades of purple color or markers to 

create a picture. 

• Play with purple play-doh (younger students) 

• Look at various types of shells, if some are available (fits with the theme of baptism and the 

dye coming from shells).  

• Talk about baptism: identify what students know about baptism and if they know details of 

their baptism or sponsors.  

Describe the background of the story a little. This takes place in the book of Acts, which details how 

the first Christians told other people about Jesus and spread the church mission to other countries. 

These people faced a lot of tough challenges, but God was with them and the Holy Spirit directed 

their ways.  

One of the first leaders in the church was Peter (the same disciple who denied Jesus three times and 

was later restored). In this story, Peter learned that God wanted everyone to hear the good news of 

the Gospel. Before that, people thought the message was only for Jews, but because of Christ’s life 

and death, ALL people are chosen.  

*Note: it is helpful to explain what the term “Gentile” means (someone who is not a Jew). Since we 

aren’t Jewish, we are all Gentiles, so this story is for us!  

Ask: What are some challenges that you might face? Why do you think God lets us face challenges?  

 

https://ministry-to-children.com/
https://ministry-to-children.com/author/kristins/


 
Copyright © Ministry-To-Children – Permission granted for any non-profit use. Please copy, share, upload this PDF elsewhere.  

I.E., upload to your church website, Facebook, Pinterest, or anywhere to bless others! Written by Kristin Schmidt . Scripture from ESV®  

Sunday School Lesson (Acts 16:9-15) Paul Tells Lydia the Good News 

Kids Bible Lesson:  This story takes place over just a few verses, and is relatively straightforward, but 

has some important elements to point out for students. This is a good passage to read with students 

a couple verses at a time, pausing to explain and describe the action. You might have older students 

take turns reading, or assign parts and act out the scene with Paul and Lydia.  

*For younger students, explain that Paul was a man sent by God to tell other people about Jesus. In this 

story, describe how he met a lady named Lydia, and she decided to follow his example with her life.  

Set the stage somewhat by explaining that Paul had been traveling to different areas, telling others 

about Jesus and starting up churches. The church was growing in number and strength, and more 

and more people were coming to know Jesus. Paul, along with Timothy and Luke, traveled through a 

few areas where he was not allowed to preach (the Holy Spirit told him not to; we aren’t completely 

sure why). Then he had a special vision directing him to a place called Macedonia:  

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him 

and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, 

immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach 

the gospel to them. -Acts 16:9-10 

Explain that in the Bible, we often see God speaking to people through special visions. How did they 

know these things were from God, and what they meant? We aren’t entirely sure, but we know that the 

Holy Spirit directed those who saw these things, and they followed God’s instructions. Paul knew that 

God wanted him to go to Macedonia to tell people about Jesus.  

*Note: it might be helpful to show a map for students, so they can see where some of these strange-

sounding places are. 

So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to 

Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. -Acts 16:11-12 
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Ask: How do you like to travel? By car, airplane, bicycle? In Paul’s day, there were no motorized 

vehicles. Everywhere they went was usually on foot, or perhaps with a boat or a donkey. It would have 

taken quite a while to travel, and been very rough!  

Most of these city names might not mean much to us, but one of them is important to point out: 

Philippi. Why might this sound familiar?  

This is a great opportunity to explain that Paul wrote letters to these churches he founded, and we 

call those letters “epistles.” The epistles became a large part of our New Testament. One of those 

letters is called Philippians, and it was written to the people in the church at Philippi! (If you’re using a 

map, you might want to go through and describe where some of the other churches were that epistles 

are named for.)  

And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was 

a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One 

who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who 

was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 

And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged 

me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.  -Acts 

16:13-15 

Ask: Who are some people that teach you about Jesus? Is there anyone that you can talk to about 

your faith?   

Describe how Paul and his friends went to the river for church! Does that sound strange? Imagine 

going to a lake or a river for church service. Well, in those days, they didn’t always have big buildings 

for churches, so they met wherever people could gather. This area was a place that people would go 

to pray, and there were some women there that Paul spoke to.  

Why do we hear these details about Lydia? The fact that she sold purple cloth was significant for a 

couple of reasons. For one thing, it meant she was a skilled artisan. Purple dye was hard to make. It 

came from the mucus of a specific species of snail, in fact, and it was so rare that it was very 

expensive, and worn only by royalty. Lydia had a special skill to work with this purple dye. She was 

also likely rich, which some people think allowed her to help Paul in his work with establishing and 

growing churches. But we also know that Lydia was a woman who worshiped God. And when she 
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heard about Jesus, she immediately wanted to be baptized and follow Him. She even housed Paul 

and his crew for a little while. She was generous and faithful, and blessed by the Holy Spirit!  

Ask: Have you ever had to trust God and take a “leap of faith”?   

In this story, Paul trusted God in going to Macedonia. Lydia listened to Paul, and God opened her 

heart to trust the good news of Jesus. It just takes one or two people to start a ripple effect that can 

continue spreading the Gospel!  

Close with prayer, thanking God for using us to spread His good news throughout the world. Ask God 

for help in sharing His love with all people.   
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Sunday School Craft Ideas on Paul and Lydia  

Activities: Choose a craft or activity connected to the story:  

• Review questions about the story (Where did Paul travel after his vision? Who was with him? 

Where did they meet Lydia? What did she do? How did she respond to what Paul said?”). 

• “Don’t be shellfish clamshell”: since the purple dye came from shells, create a shell decoration 

that reminds kids of the importance of spreading the Gospel. This could be made using actual 

shells or a paper plate folded to resemble a large clamshell.  

• Purple clothesline: reflect on the story with a “clothesline” picture that features plenty of 

purple! Cut clothes shapes out of purple paper and attach to a yarn “line” on paper.  

• Make cards inviting someone to come to church or Sunday School.  

Craft Ideas for the Evangelism of Lydia : The book of Acts is full of amazing stories featuring people 

who heard the Gospel of Christ and acted on it immediately. We witness the spread of Christianity as 

believers told others about Jesus and they in turn witnessed to those they knew. One of these early 

followers was Lydia, who Paul met in Philippi. These crafts celebrate Lydia, who sold purple cloth. A 

decorative “clothesline” combines hand-dyed items with cut fabric or paper to remember who Lydia 

was. A “don’t be shellfish” clamshell recounts the origin of purple dye and emphasizes the 

importance of telling others about Jesus. Break out the purple and have fun!  
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Craft one: “Lydia’s Clothesline”  

You will need: 

• Construction paper or cardstock (purple for 

some) 

• Crayons or markers 

• Clothespins (optional) 

• Yarn or string 

• Scissors  

• Glue or tape 

Procedure:  

1. Optional: color coffee filters or paper with food 

coloring to dye it purple.  

2. Cut purple paper into clothes-shaped pieces.  

3. Use string and clothespins to decorate paper and 

make a “clothesline.” Attach the purple paper and coffee filters.  

4. Add verses, captions, and other decorations as desired.  
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Craft Two: “Don’t be Shellfish Clamshell”    

You will need: 

• Construction Paper or cardstock 

• Paper plates 

• Tacky glue 

• Stickers and decorative supplies 

• Scissors 

• Purple fabric or string 

• Markers or crayons 

Procedure:  

1. Decorate the inside of the paper plate with verses, 

captions, and decorations. Add a paper or fabric cross in 

purple.    

2. Fold the paper plate in half to look like a shell.   

3. Add purple string or fabric on the outer side of the “shell”.    

4. Add captions outside, and adorn with extra decorations as 

desired. Open the “shell” to recall the story of purple dye and 

the importance of sharing the Gospel!  
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Verses or Captions to Consider… (Acts 16:9-15) 

One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who 

was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And 

after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 

-Acts 16:14-15  

Don’t be shellfish…tell others about Jesus!  

Paul and Lydia spread the Gospel…I can, too!    

Lydia made purple clothes…and told others about Christ!  

Communicate the Gospel to people everywhere!  
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Spread the Good News! 
Children’s Sermon Lesson on the Bible Story of Paul and 

Lydia in Acts 16:9-15 

Children’s Sermon Summary: It Doesn’t Take Much…Spread the 

Good News - Children’s Message on Paul and Lydia. This 

message describes how God uses His people to share the good 

news of Christ with others. All people have opportunity to tell others about God’s love—it’s 

contagious! The object lesson uses items such as staining dye or food coloring drops to demonstrate 

how just a small amount of something can spread out over a wide area. In the same way, it only takes 

one or two people to start a ripple effect that can communicate the Gospel to people everywhere!  

Law/Gospel Theme: The Holy Spirit is powerful, and He lives within us! It’s wonderful to recognize 

that God provides us with opportunities to tell others about Him, but we also understand that it’s not 

only about us. God uses us as His instruments, but the Holy Spirit does the work! When we know how 

great God is and how much He gave to remove our sin, we should naturally want to share His love 

with others. What a blessing to know that we can spread the good news, and that God will take over 

to bring faith to fruition!  

Object Lesson Materials: Food coloring, glass of water, coffee filter or thin paper/paper towel, 

stained item or something that would stain (variable options; select one or two).  

Bible Passage: Acts 16:9-15    

More Bible Lesson on Paul and Lydia 

• Watch this children’s sermon lesson and related Bible craft ideas 

• Compare our full Acts 16:9-15 Sunday School Lesson on Lydia and Paul 

• Compare another Children’s Bible Lesson on Paul’s Journey to Macedonia 

• Download the Paul preaching coloring page for children  

• Read about the Macedonian Call Bible Verse Acts 16:9 
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Children’s Sermon (Acts 16:9-15) Paul and Lydia 

Greet children, apparently upset about a stained item.       

Hello, children of God! Wow, this is tough. I’m not sure if this stain will ever come out… I spilled just 

the tiniest bit of coloring on it, and now the whole thing is spreading. I’m afraid to even put it in the 

laundry! You know, there was one time that I put a stained item in the laundry, and it turned all of my 

clothes pink! It really doesn’t take much for a whole lot of things to be impacted when it comes to 

dyes… 

For instance, (hold up glass of water or other liquid) how much color do you think I need to put into 

this glass to change the water? (Hold up dye) Let’s try it out and see how many drops we might need. 

(Slowly add a drop or two at a time of dye, and observe the change in the liquid). Wow! It didn’t take 

much for that color to spread around. Just a few drops and the whole thing changed! And you know, 

I’ll bet if I put a few drops of this colored water onto something else… (Hold up paper, tissue, or coffee 

filter, and place some water on top. Observe how it spreads out) Wow! It just takes a few drops of this 

to spread all over the place, too!  

Well, this can be a frustrating phenomenon when it comes to getting stains out of clothing or spilling 

something. However, have you ever thought of how this relates to us as people?? I mean, sure, we can 

spread things like germs, or get each other messy I suppose. But we can spread positive things, too. 

We can share God’s love and the good news of Gospel hope!  

In the early days of the Christian church, there was a lot of rapid spreading of the news of Jesus. 

What started out with just a handful of Christians quickly grew and grew. The apostles were sent to 

tell everyone about God’s love. One of the first Christian missionaries was Paul. Paul traveled around 

to tell everyone about Jesus. He started churches, and he later wrote letters to encourage the people 

in what they did. One of the places he went to was called Philippi, which was a city in an area called 

Macedonia. While Paul was there, he met a woman named Lydia. Now, speaking of dyeing things, 

Lydia worked with purple cloth. In those days, purple cloth was very tough to make, and reserved for 

important people. Anyway, the Bible tells us that God “opened her heart” and she listened to what 

Paul had to share. She and her family were baptized, and Paul stayed with them for a while. Later, 

Lydia was helpful in the Philippian church. She was able to influence people and spread the Gospel, 

because Paul had first influenced her. From just a few people, the church continued to spread out! 
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We have the same potential for influence. God can use you, whoever and wherever you are. He wants 

you to share His love and spread His word with others. It doesn’t take much! Sometimes just a kind 

word or smile can really impact someone. And, of course, you can also tell others about Jesus, and 

how He has changed your life! It’s sort of like dominos: one movement can spark a lot of other 

activity. So be that first domino, or that first drop of dye! Allow God to use you. You might not thing 

you have much influence, but in God’s hands, anything is possible. Offer yourself to Him and ask the 

Lord to use you to spread His love and Word.  

Why don’t we say a prayer about that right now?  

Children’s Prayer Moment:   

(Have kids repeat each line)  

Dear God, 

Thank you for opportunities to share your love 

And spread your good news to others 

Help us to be bold in proclaiming our faith 

Thank you for being with us 

Thank you for your love 

We love you, God! 

In Jesus name, Amen! 

Bible Verses/story to Reference: And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was 

standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul had 

seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 

preach the gospel to them. 11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and 

the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we 

went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down 

and spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, 

from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her 

heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as 

well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 

stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 

–Acts 16:9-15 
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Divisions of the Bible Worksheet from Shirley McKinstry at ministry-to-children.com 

Divisions of the Bible 
New Testament – History 

 

Acts 

 
The full name of the book of Acts is “The Acts of the Apostles.” This means the things that Jesus’ 
followers did after he went back to heaven. It was written by Luke, who wrote the book of Luke. 
 

The Day of Pentecost 
Work the math problems at the right, and use the answers to complete this story. 
 
Pentecost was (A) _______ days after Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus had 

already gone back to heaven. Jesus’ (B) _______ disciples and all his other 

followers were together in one place. The Holy Spirit came to them and made 

them able to speak in different languages, so they could talk about Jesus to 

all the people who were visiting Jerusalem from other countries. Peter 

preached a sermon, and about (C) _______ people became Christians that 

day. This story is found in Acts chapter (D) ______. 

(A) 35 + 15 
 
 

(B) 24  2 
 
 

(C) 30  100 
 
 
(D) 9 – 7 

 

An Important Missionary 
Most of the stories in the book of Acts are about the most important missionary in the New 
Testament. 
 
To see his name, color each square that has an X in it. 
 

                         

 x x x x     x    x    x  x      

 x    x   x  x   x    x  x      

 x    x  x    x  x    x  x      

 x    x  x    x  x    x  x      

 x x x x   x    x  x    x  x      

 x      x x x x x  x    x  x      

 x      x    x  x    x  x      

 x      x    x  x    x  x      

 x      x    x   x  x   x      

 x      x    x   x x x   x x x x x  

                         

 



Divisions of the Bible Worksheet from Shirley McKinstry at ministry-to-children.com 

Bad and Good 
Paul had many adventures as he traveled around as a missionary. 
 
Read each sentence. If something bad happened, color the frowning face. If something good 
happened, color the smiling face. 
 

  

Before Paul became a Christian, he was mean to the Christians and tried to kill 
them. (Acts 8) 

  

Paul saw a bright light and heard Jesus speaking to him, and Paul became a 
Christian. (Acts 9) 

  

The Holy Spirit chose Paul and Barnabas to become missionaries. (Acts 13) 

  

Barnabas and Paul traveled to Cyprus and other places to tell people about 
Jesus. (Acts 13) 

  

God helped Paul to heal a crippled man in Lystra. (Acts 14) 

  

Some people who didn’t want Paul to preach tried to kill him. (Acts 14) 

  

Paul went on another missionary trip with Silas. (Acts 15) 

  

In Philippi a woman named Lydia became a Christian. (Acts 16) 

  

Paul and Silas were thrown in jail for preaching about Jesus. (Acts 16) 

  

In Ephesus Paul healed many sick people. (Acts 19) 

  

Paul was arrested and taken on a ship to Rome. (Acts 27) 

  

Even in prison Paul kept telling people about Jesus. (Acts 28) 
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Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is grateful 

for your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry. 

This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right). She 

serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. She has 

shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since 2014 and 

now serves as our lead curriculum writer. 

Every week she writes new Sunday School lessons, Bible crafts, and children’s sermons.   

Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola University, 

she holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from Concordia University, 

Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She 

is a long-distance runner and voracious reader. In addition to children’s curriculum, she shares her student 

ministry activities and lesson ideas on YouthGroupMinistry.com 

My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). I started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free resource for 

anyone sharing Jesus with kids. I am building three new websites. One is called Ministry Answers to help 

Christians find answers in God’s Word. The other is two are Devotional Christian and 10 Bible Verses to help 

you focus on personal prayer and quite times. 

Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store fund 

these free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are choosing your 

next children’s ministry curriculum. If you enjoy our material, be sure to 

sign-up for my free email newsletter called “Sunday School Works!” Every 

Tuesday, I send the latest new lessons, crafts, and coloring pages in print-

friendly format to make your lesson planning easy. May God continue to 

bless your ministry! 
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