Jesus First Miracle (John 2:1-11) Sunday School Lesson
ministry-to-children.com/lesson-jesus-and-his-first-miracle
January 25, 2016

The Bible is full of fantastic and sometimes hard-to-fathom miracles. These are performed by
Jesus, by His disciples and followers, and by God Himself. Sometimes, in our constant
reading and telling of them, we can take miracles for granted and neglect their ultimate
meaning and place in things. Youngsters hearing about miracles might wonder why we don’t
see these unearthly feats accomplished today. The ideas we focus on here, however, are
that miracles are more than just supernatural events. For one thing, they model for and
remind us of the importance of faith in our daily lives. They also show us a little bit about who
God is and what is significant to Him. In this first miracle of Jesus, we will witness something
spectacular, surprising, and fun!
Lesson focus: Amazing things are possible when we have faith in Jesus and do what He
tells us to do; even without physically visible miracles, we can hope and trust in God above
all.
Passage: John 2:1-11
Target Audience: Kindergarten-6th Grade (adaptable older or younger)
Materials Needed: Water bottles and/or cups, drink packages (powder or drops), water, clay
(modeling or air-drying clay). Optional coloring page “Jesus turns water into wine”
Lesson Opening: Water race…start out with a little challenge. Hand each student a water
bottle or a cup that is partially full. Have the children line up against one wall of the room, and
move towards you as you call directions. They might start by simply walking across the
room, but then instruct them to hop on one foot, waddle like a duck, leap like a frog, etc…all
while trying not to spill (much) of the water! *Note: this activity can be done outside for warm
weather, or even made into a water game by squeezing sponges or relay-passing a cup with
holes down a line…
On the last round of things, have kids form a line from the wall to where you stand, and pass
their water down to where you can pour it into a larger pitcher (preferably not transparent).
Invite them to have a seat and ask if that activity made them thirsty. Look at the water and
complain about how “boring” plain water is…with your back turned, pour in the powdered or
droplet drink mix, and then begin to pour the newly “changed” water into cups to serve to
students.
Bible Lesson:
Was it surprising that the water poured into the pitcher was different when it came out? Was
it what children expected? Explain that today they will be learning about what happened at
the beginning of Jesus’s ministry, and how it was also an unexpected event. Ask students if
they have ever been to a surprise party, or any birthday party (be prepared to rein in tangent
stories about Anna Kate’s amazing Minnie Mouse party with the bounce house and the
piñata and…). Also ask if anyone has been to a wedding before, and what types of things
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took place. Well, today’s Bible story happens to take place at a wedding. Jesus was there
with his mom and disciples…
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. –John 2:1-2
Now, in those days weddings were a big deal that could last for days on end. There was a lot
of eating and drinking going on. But the hosts came upon what was really a terrible problem:
they ran out of wine (feel free to call it “grape juice” if you feel this will bring up too many
questions about alcohol consumption in the Bible…though really it was probably much safer
and widely drunk in the Ancient Middle East…but that’s another topic). There were thirsty
guests still having a blast with the party, and nothing to give them! Imagine going to a party
where the food or the cake ran out before everyone was finished. Well, in Jesus’s time, they
couldn’t just send for another pizza so easily. But Mary (the mother of Jesus) approached
him…
When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
-John 2:3-5
Note the attitude Mary has here…why do you think she told Jesus about the situation? What
did she think He could do?
Here is where one of the main points of this lesson opens up: Mary believed in Jesus. She
knew who He was, and even though she had raised Him and fed Him and cuddled Him in
childhood, she knew what He would do, and she had faith that He could do anything. Even
after Jesus rebukes her, she still tells the servants to do what Jesus says. She had faith. Ask
what students think “faith” means…well, it really means believing in what we don’t see. Mary
had not yet seen anything miraculous done by Jesus (unless he showed early signs like
burping up doves or something…), but she believed it would happen. And remarkably, the
servants seem to believe, too, because they follow directions:
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into
wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn
the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out
the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to
drink; but you have saved the best till now.” -John 2:6-11
So after blindly obeying their instructions, the servants risk being taken for fools and bring
the water to the main host of things. Somehow in the trip between the jars and the banquet
master, the water has become wine! Not just any wine, but the cream of the crop wine. The
host is quite impressed, as the servants surely are, too…
But what is the point? Why bother?
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What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. –John 2:11
Ask students why they think Jesus did this, and what we can take away from it. For one
thing, Jesus was opening His public ministry here, in order to prove who He was and who
God was. Another element we see is that God cares about all things. Most of the miracles in
the Bible have to do with healing or curing physical ailments, or even bringing back to life the
dead. But this is just a little speed fermentation process. Jesus cared to provide for the
guests (and his mother) just as much as he cared to heal sight or cure disease. We also see,
though, that faith can make what is impossible happen. This is not to say that God will grant
everything we ask just because we pretend to believe. What it does mean is that when we
approach God for anything at all, or any time we pray, we can know that He is there and that
He cares. Even if we don’t see signs and wonders, we can still have faith in His desire for our
good.
Craft:
Jars of clay for any purpose…make “pots” to remember the jars in the story and what the
miracle meant. Provide students with lumps of air-drying clay and invite them to make jars
like the ones in the story. Allow for freedom of shape to some degree, but encourage them to
form the clay in some form of a cup or vessel like the wine jugs described. If time allows (or
perhaps as a follow-up), have kids decorate their clay with jewels, markers, or paint; or invite
them to do so at home.
Close with prayer and reminder of God’s work in our lives. Ask Him to help us have faith in
Him and thank Him for making what seems impossible come to life.
New Sunday School Curriculum: Church budgets are tight, that's why our curriculum is
half the price of printed materials. Download a free sample or visit the Sunday School Store
to purchase more.
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It’s a Miracle! Craft Ideas for the Wedding at Cana John
2:1-11
ministry-to-children.com/its-a-miracle-craft-ideas-for-the-wedding-at-cana-john-2_1-11
January 10, 2022

The first miracle Jesus did on Earth proved that He was God’s son…it also kept a party
going! Transforming water into wine might not seem entirely life-changing, but it reminds us
that anything is possible with Christ, and that God cares about even the little details of our
lives. These crafts celebrate the beauty of change and the joy of life with Jesus. A simple
“miraculous” water resist painting displays how things can “show up” in unexpected ways. A
“water wheel” recounts the story with an interactive decoration.

Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/Hw-sMtlA6Kw

Craft one: “Watercolor Resist”
You will need:
Markers and crayons
Construction paper or cardstock
Stickers and decorations (optional)
Water
Food coloring or water color
Paint brush
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Procedure:
1. Use crayon to press into paper, creating pictures, verses, and captions.
2. Add extra decorations as desired.
3. Use water color or water tinted with food coloring. Spread the paint/water all over the
paper, covering the crayons to watch the images appear.
4. If desired, hang the pictures with pipe cleaner or magnets.

Craft Two: “Water to Wine Wheel”
You will need:
Markers/crayons
Construction paper or card stock
Decorations (stickers, etc.)
Scissors
Captions/verses
Paper plate
Pipe Cleaner
Brad fasteners
Procedure:
1. Cut a large slit out of the paper plate.
2. Decorate the plate with verses, captions, and pictures describing the first miracle at the
Cana wedding. Add extra decorations as desired.
3. Cut a circle out of a piece of paper. Color half of the circle purple or red, or attach two
pieces of paper in half circles together.
4. Use a brad fastener to attach the paper behind the plate.
5. Spin the paper to watch the “water” transform into “wine” according to the image. Attach a
pipe cleaner or magnet to hang the plate decoration.

Bonus Crafts (Extra Suggestions)
In addition to the above described, consider other fun water-related crafts such as:
Decorative cup (for drinking or holding items)
Decorative water bottle
Folded paper origami cup (see photo)
Verses or Captions to Consider… (John 2:1-11)
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This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his
disciples believed in him. -John 2:11
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” -John 2:5
Jesus still does miracles!
Jesus turned water…into wine!
Wedding at Cana…the first miracle!

New Sunday School Curriculum: Church budgets are tight, that's why our curriculum is
half the price of printed materials. Download a free sample or visit the Sunday School Store
to purchase more.
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It’s a Miracle! (John 2:1-11) Children’s Sermon Lesson on
the Wedding at Cana
ministry-to-children.com/its-a-miracle-john-2_1-11-childrens-sermon-lesson-on-the-wedding-at-cana
January 10, 2022

Main Objective: While on Earth, Jesus did a lot of amazing miracles. The first one we read
of in the gospels was a transformative act that kept a party going! In the story of the wedding
at Cana, we notice that Jesus cares about all things, even our own human enjoyment of life.
We also recognize that Jesus continues to work miracles in our lives, in ways large and
small. This lesson uses a simple drink mix illustration to introduce children to the power of
our Savior.

Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/SHXsXMIHOc8

Law/Gospel Theme: The miracles of Jesus demonstrate that He truly is the son of God,
capable of anything and everything. We see many amazing miracles of healing power and
life transformation through Christ’s miracles. In this event, we see the transformation of a
drink. We also see the power of following instructions. Jesus told the servants to fill jars with
water, and that simple act of obedience enabled His miracle. We can be vessels of God’s
Will when we listen to Him and do as He says.
Optional Materials: Water, drink mix, water glass(es)
Bible Passage: John 2:1-11
More Teaching Ideas:
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Watch the video of this children’s sermon and related Bible craft ideas
Download our free coloring page the Water into Wine miracle
Compare our John 2:1-11 preschool Bible lesson
See our full Sunday School Lesson on Jesus’ Miracle at Cana
Compare another Water into Wine Sunday School lesson
Message: Note: As with most messages, the details of how you choose to communicate this
are adaptable and should cater to timing as well as to your audience and student needs.

John 2:1-11 Children’s Sermon: Jesus Turns Water Into Wine
Greet children and discuss what happens when we make mistakes…

Hello, children of God!
Have you ever seen a miracle? Do you know what a miracle is? It’s something that just
shouldn’t be physically possible. It might even seem sort of like a magic trick. I want to show
you a little trick now. I’m going to take this ordinary water (hold up water in a clear glass or
bottle) and transform it into something new! Does that sound strange? Just watch. I mean, I
like drinking water and all, and it’s great for hydration, but sometimes it can be a little boring.
Sometimes I want something more exciting and flavorful. Well, what if I took this plain boring
water, and I poured it into another glass? (As you speak, pour the water into another clear
cup with drink powder hidden at the bottom. Watch as the liquid and powder blend to make a
new juice.) Wow! It’s something completely new now! This will be a much more interesting
beverage to enjoy.
Well, that was not exactly a magic trick or a miracle, was it? In fact, that was just the trick of a
little drink powder in the bottom of a glass. But there are a lot of times in the Bible when we
read of Jesus doing amazing miracles. He did things to help people that may have been
impossible. Yet nothing is impossible with God’s help! Do you know the first miracle that
Jesus ever did? He transformed water, too! Only He didn’t use drink mix. You see, Jesus was
at a wedding, and in those days weddings lasted a few days and included a lot of eating and
drinking in celebration. Well, something unfortunate happened: the wedding ran out of wine!
That would be like going to a birthday party and not having any cake. It would make the host
look bad, and make the guests a little upset.
Now, running out of wine might not seem like the most important thing to be concerned
about, but Jesus’s mother Mary knew that He would care, and that He could do something
about the situation. She came to Jesus and told Him what was going on. At first, He tried to
tell her it wasn’t yet His time to be demonstrating God’s power. But Mary believed in Him.
She knew He could do anything, and she told the servants to obey His instructions and do
whatever He told them to do. Jesus told the servants to fill some large jars up with water, and
serve it to the master of the house. They did what He asked, filling the jars with water. Only
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instead of plain water, when they served the master, he drank wine! Not only that, but the
best kind of wine, and he commended the groom for saving the better wine for later in the
celebration. With the belief of Mary and obedience of the servants, Jesus kept the guests
well supplied!
This miracle, the first one we read about in the Bible, reminds us of a couple of special
things. First, it tells us that God truly cares about our lives, even the little details. He wants us
to enjoy life, and even something like running out of drinks matters to Him. We also see how
important it is to trust that Jesus can do anything. Do you know what else is awesome about
this story? This was not the last miracle Jesus did! He did a lot of amazing things during His
life on Earth, but did you know He continues to do miracles now? When you think about it,
there are many marvelous little miracles that happen every single day. Even just waking up in
the morning or taking a breath are miracles in a sense. Jesus is still present with us. He
loves us and cares about us. He can make amazing things happen in our lives. Whether it’s
something as simple as finding your favorite flavor at the ice cream store, or healing after
being hurt or sick, God is working in every aspect of our lives. And He’s already done the
greatest miracle, conquering death to pay for our sins! So we can give thanks each and
every day for all of the moments, big and small, in which we recognize the presence of
Christ.
Let’s pray and thank God for marvelous miracles every day…
Prayer:
(Have kids repeat each line)
Dear God,
Thank you for every day miracles
And for caring about everything we do
Help us to listen to you and do your will
Please help us to trust and obey
Thank you for your love
We love you, God!
In Jesus name, Amen!
Bible Verses/story to Reference:
On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.
2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what
does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of
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the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves
the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have
kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. -John 2:1-11

New Sunday School Curriculum: Church budgets are tight, that's why our curriculum is
half the price of printed materials. Download a free sample or visit the Sunday School Store
to purchase more.
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Thank you for downloading these free materials. Our team is grateful
for your trust and pray that God will bless your ministry.
This resource was prepared by Kristin Schmidt (pictured right). She serves at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in
Castle Rock, CO. She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since 2014 and now serves as
our lead curriculum writer.
Every week she writes new Sunday School lessons, Bible crafts, and children’s sermons.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school education. A graduate of Biola University,
she holds a Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from Concordia University,
Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She
is a long-distance runner and voracious reader.
My name is Tony Kummer (pictured below). I started Ministry-To-Chidlren.com in 2007 as a free resource for
anyone sharing Jesus with kids. It is my personal honor to share these resources with churches around the
world.
Reader donations and your support at The Sunday School Store fund
these free materials. Please keep us in mind when you are choosing your
next children’s ministry curriculum.
If you enjoy our material, be sure to sign-up for my free email newsletter
called “Sunday School Works!” Every Tuesday, I send the latest new
lessons, crafts, and coloring pages in print-friendly format to make your
lesson planning easy.
May God continue to bless your ministry!
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