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Here is the second lesson in our series for called
“Preschoolers Knowing Jesus.” This one teaches about
his baptism as found in Mark 1:9-11. It will introduce
younger children to the concept of baptism and how
Jesus publicly showed his submission to God’s mission.
They will also learn what it means for God to call Jesus
his Son.
This is part of a series for preschoolers on knowing
Jesus through the book of Mark. You can read the
series introduction for more explanation and links to
the other lessons. These free materials are ideal for
your Preschool Sunday School lessons or any teaching
setting for younger kids.
Bible Passage: Mark 1:9-11
Bible Lesson Title: The Baptism of Jesus
Target Age Group: 4-5 years old (U.S. preschool & Kindergarten)
Target Time Frame: 30 minutes
Original Teaching Context: Preschool Sunday School
Knowing Jesus through the Book of Mark: Lesson Two (40 minutes)
Scripture: Mark 1:9-11
Exegetical Idea: Jesus is baptized in obedience to God; He is revealed as God’s Son.
Pedagogical Idea: We can believe Jesus truly was God’s son; baptism is a response of
obedience to God.
Cognitive Aim: Preschoolers will understand why Jesus was baptized and what baptism is.
Affective Aim: Preschoolers will feel confident that Jesus is God’s Son.
Behavioral Aim: Preschoolers will memorize Mark 1:11 and declare who Jesus is through
song.
Memory Verse: Mark 1:11, “And a voice came out of the heavens: ‘You are my beloved Son.
In you I am well-pleased.’”

Lesson Overview
1. Kindle Curiosity (5 minutes) Description: Learn about signs. Supplies: Pictures of
various types of signs (Stop, RR, etc.) or make your own signs with paper and markers.
2. God Revealed (10 minutes) Description: Presentation of Mark 1:9-11. Supplies: Bible,
soft blanket, figurine, bowl of water
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3. Personal Pursuit (10 minutes) Description: Draw pictures of what they have learned
and heard or play a game with signs. Supplies: Paper, signs, crayons, markers
4. Daily Knowing (7 minutes) Description: Review Ephesians 2:13 and memorize Mark
1:11. Pray together. Supplies: Notecards with Mark 1:11 written on them.
Begin today’s time with the preschoolers in worship through song: You Are by Mark Roach.
The lyrics for this song can be found in the introductory lesson to this series, Knowing Jesus
as Immanuel.
1. Kindle Curiosity (5 minutes)
Show pictures of signs or actual signs you may have around your church. (Stop sign,
Railroad sign, etc.) State: What are these? These are signs. Signs usually tell us
something important. What does this sign mean (hold up a stop sign)? Right; it means
stop. This is a very important sign. It is telling us we need to stop so we will not get hit
by another car. What does this sign mean (hold up a railroad sign)? A railroad sign
warns us that a train track is near. We have to be careful when we see this sign in case a
train is coming. (Show whatever signs you would like).
State: So signs have very important messages. Today we will be learning about some
important signs in the life of Jesus. They will help us to know Him more and see what
happened while He was here on Earth. Who is Jesus? Immanuel, God with us!
2. God Revealed (10 minutes)
We will come to know Jesus more today by reading in the book of Mark. A man named
Mark wrote this book so we would know who Jesus is and what He has done for us. The
book of Mark is in the Bible (hold up your Bible). This is the Bible. It is God’s Word. He
wrote it, so we know everything in it is true.
So two thousand years ago, a long, long time ago, before anyone you know was even
born, God came down to earth. We know God came into the world as a baby, right? But
Mark begins writing about Jesus when He was a grown-up. God sent a man named
John to preach to people about being forgiven of sins, the things we do against God.
When people would come to confess their sins and be forgiven, John would baptize
them (demonstrate baptism with a figurine and a bowl of water). Baptism is like a sign.
It tells people something very important. Baptism is an outward sign of what Jesus has
done for us by dying on the cross. Because of God’s love and mercy, He came to Earth
as a human and died for our sins, but did not remain dead! He rose from the dead so
that we may rise out of our sins and live for Him. When we believe, repent of our sins,
and trust in Jesus for forgiveness, we may be together forever with God and have a
relationship with Him here on earth.
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The first story Mark tells us about is the baptism of Jesus. We will read Mark chapter 1
verses 9-11. Turn off your mouths and turn on your ears (demonstrate) so we can listen
and come to know Jesus more! In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan River. Immediately coming up out of the water, He
saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice
came out of the heavens. ‘You are My Beloved Son; in You I am well-pleased.’
Jesus was perfect. He never sinned. Did He need to be baptized? No! Jesus wanted to
be obedient to God the Father in every single way. Though He did not have to be
baptized, He chose to be baptized in order to show everyone that He was following God
and being obedient to God the Father.
What happened right after Jesus was baptized?? (Give time for answers.) The sky
opened up and a voice spoke. Whose voice do you think that was?? (Time for
answers…) It was God the Father’s voice. Through speaking, He was giving everyone a
sign that Jesus was His Son. So, Jesus’ baptism had three very important signs. Can
you count the three signs? Number one (hold up one finger): It was a sign of obedience.
Number two (hold up two fingers): It was a sign that Jesus was a follower of God.
Number three (hold up three fingers): It was a sign that Jesus was God’s Son through
God speaking.
After Jesus was baptized, he began His ministry on earth. He taught people about God
and performed miracles to reveal to everyone who He was. We’ll be learning about
Jesus’ ministry on earth, everything that He did and said from the book of Mark in the
Bible.
3. Personal Pursuit (10 minutes)
Remember, when you see someone today baptized, it is a sign too. It is a sign that tells
people we believe in Jesus and trust in Him to forgive us of our sins. It shows people
our hearts have been washed clean and we are ready to live a new life in obedience to
God. Being baptized is also a way we obey God, just like Jesus did. Baptism is very
important and a very special event.
God wants us to know too that Jesus was not just an ordinary man. He is God’s son,
Immanuel, God with us. I want us to draw a picture of what we have heard today.
However God has spoken to your heart through my teaching from the Bible, I want you
to draw it out. (If they want ideas, remind them that Jesus was baptized in a river, the
sky opened up and the Spirit of God came down like a dove, or they could draw a
picture of someone they saw baptized or create a sign to help them remember what they
have learned.) Allow plenty of time for preschoolers to draw
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Option:. If they are uninterested, offer to play a game with them with the signs using
their imaginations (they can pretend to be drivers and have to pay attention to different
signs). See if they can remember the three signs that happened when Jesus was
baptized and create actual signs that tell the story (a picture of a dove could be a sign).
4. Daily Knowing (7 minutes)
State: Jesus died on the cross for our sins that we know God. One of the ways we can
come to know God more is to memorize His word, the Bible. Today we are going to
memorize Mark 1:11 (show them the numbers and letters). We heard it today when I
read from the Bible. Can you make up some motions to help us remember this verse?
Ask: Does anyone remember our verse from last week? (Use motion prompts to help
them. Say it aloud a few times together.)
Make sure you review with them the next week or when you have encounters during the
week one-on-one. Encourage them to share this verse with their parents when they pick
them up so their parents will be able to help them practice at home. Provide each
parent with a note card that has Mark 1:11 written on it. If some children do not have
parents who are believers, make a special effort to encourage them in every time you
see them in their scripture memorization and pursuit of God.
State: Because Jesus came, died, and rose from the dead, we can pray to God whenever
we want. God loves to hear our voices lifted to Him in prayer. Let’s pray to Him now
together! (In your prayer, be sure to affirm Jesus as God’s Son. Praise Him openly for
who He is. Encourage the children to pray with their heads back and eyes closed as you
enjoy God’s presence together. Also encourage them to pray to Him aloud or silently all
throughout the week whenever they would like.)
More Preschool Materials: The first lesson in this series taught that Jesus is Immanuel,
the third deals with Jesus Temptation. We also have Bible Coloring Pages about Jesus.
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“New Life in Baptism”
Sunday School Craft Ideas from Mark 1:4-11
and Acts 19:1-7 to Celebrate the New Year
The New Year often brings with it new goals and resolutions for selfimprovement, but for kids and adults alike, those aren’t easy to keep.
Fortunately, we know that Jesus offers new life and fresh
opportunities, and we can take hold of those and rejoice in our
forgiveness. These crafts remind children of the blessings found in Baptism, and how we can remember who we
are in Christ. Both of these ideas are variable and adaptable, but the main goal is to make decorative elements
to recall and celebrate Baptism.
Verses or Captions to Consider…
9 In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he
came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like
a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” -Mark 1:9-11
And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to
come after him, that is, Jesus.” -Acts 19:4
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. -1 Peter 3:21-22
Washed in HIS blood…made new in Christ!
Baptism brings new life through the Holy Spirit
God does the work; we receive the blessings!
Baptism + repentance = Freedom in Jesus!
God washes us clean and makes us new!
Adopted into God’s Family…saved by the Holy Spirit’s work!
Baptism blessings; new life in Him
More Teaching Ideas on Simeon and Anna at the Temple
•
•

Watch our video demonstration of this children’s sermon on YouTube
Don’t miss the related craft ideas and full Sunday School Lesson on Mark 1:4-11
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Craft one: “Baptism Water Drop”
Decoration
You will need:
•

Hole punch

•

Paper Plates

•

Scissors

•

Glue or tape

•

String or pipe cleaners

•

Crayons or markers

•

Stickers or other decorations

Procedure:
1. Decorate a paper plate (large or small)
with “watery” themed décor: blue colors,
glitter, stickers, etc.
2. Add a verse or caption reminder of what
Baptism is and means.
3. Carefully cut out a water drop shape from
the plate.
4. Add additional decorations as desired.
Punch a hole near the top of the plate, and
attach a string or pipe cleaner to hang it in
a visible spot, or use as a door hanger.
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Craft Two: “Baptism Balloon” Reminder
You will need:
•

Coffee filters (large)

•

Balloons

•

Markers

•

Stickers, glitter, or other decorations

•

Pipe cleaners or string

•

Scissors

•

Spray bottle

Procedure (use one of these ideas or adapt and do
others):
1. Decorate your coffee filter using markers to make
designs or color schemes.
2. Spray a small amount of water on the coffee filter,
enough to be damp but not dripping.
3. Hang the coffee filter to dry, or spread it on a flat
surface until dry.
4. Blow up a balloon to attach to the colorful tie-dye
and increase the “water” and “fun” factor.
5. Add verses or captions on the balloon or near the
filter. Use a string to connect the balloon and coffee
filter. Have fun celebrating baptism with the
decoration, or hang it up. Alternatively, leave the
balloon off and simply hang the colorful coffee filter with a caption.
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This message was prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves at the
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.
She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since
2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school
education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a Master of
Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from
Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in
southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a
long-distance runner and voracious reader.
•
•
•
•

Over 400 Printable Bible Coloring Pages
Over 800 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum
New Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week
Our sister website called Sunday School Works!

If your church buys resources, please consider using The Sunday School Store. Church budgets are tight. That's
why our digital curriculum is half the cost of printed material. Even when finances are limited, your teaching
can make an eternal difference.
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