“Just Believe! God Does
Impossible Things”
Sunday School Suggestions for the
Annunciation of Christ’s Birth in Luke 1:26-38
Imagine what it might be like to be called “favored” in the eyes of
God. It certainly sounds like a remarkable honor! Those were words
that Mary heard, coming from an angel of God. What an incredible privilege to carry and raise the Messiah. At
the same time, of course, this meant a lot of challenge, hardship, and even ridicule for the young mother-to-be.
Still, the notable feature of the Annunciation is that Mary was gladly willing to do as God wished and be used as
His servant. She accepted and rejoiced in what the angel had told her. So we, too, can allow ourselves to be
used by God in whatever ways He chooses, recognizing that in His hands, anything is possible.
Lesson focus: The focus of this lesson is on saying “yes” to God and being willing to follow and serve Him
however we can. Sometimes we encounter challenges. Often things might seem too hard to accomplish. But
with God, anything is possible. This lesson looks at the visitation of the angel, but also on the importance of
Mary’s response and what it meant for her. When we trust and believe God’s promises, remarkable things can
happen!
Passage: Luke 1:26-38
Target Audience: Kindergarten-6th grade (variable for activity emphasis)
Materials Needed: Construction paper, scissors, decorations, glue, string, hole punch, paper plates, clothespins,
paper towel/toilet paper tubes (empty), markers/crayons, cups, coffee filters, cupcake liners, glitter, pipe
cleaners, Bible (optional, depending on crafts and activities of choice).
More Teaching Ideas
•
•
•
•

Don’t miss the demonstration of this children’s sermon on our YouTube channel
You can also watch the Bible craft for this passage
See our full Sunday School Lesson on Luke 1:26-38
Compare “Mary Says Yes to God” Children’s Sermon on rfour.org
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Game Ideas and Lesson Introduction
Lesson Opening: This lesson deals with an angel, a young woman, and saying “yes” to God with willing
obedience. Here are some activities to get kids thinking... (select the best ones for your age group):
•

Play “Simon Says” to remember the importance of obedience to God.

•

Telephone relay: in honor of the special message that Mary received, play a game of “Telephone” with a
twist: give children a message and have them carry it back and forth across the room, racing teams to
see not only who gets finished first, but maintains the integrity of the original message.

•

Doing the impossible: set up several tasks that might seem impossible to do (some of them might be
completely impossible). Consider simple things like kissing your own elbow, as well as things like
removing a stain from clothes or a surface. Explain that today’s story has to do with something that
seemed impossible.

Explain to students that we will be talking about how Mary found out that she was going to be the mother of
Jesus, and how she was willing to do what God asked her to do. Because she believed the special message that
the angel gave her, she got to be used as part of God’s amazing plan for redeeming the world.
Ask: Who are some people that you have to obey in your life? Who gives you directions to follow?

Sunday School Lesson (Luke 1:26-38)
Annunciation of Christ’s Birth
Bible Lesson: This passage focuses on Mary’s visitation by an angel, who gives her the news that Mary will give
birth to God’s baby. See the note suggestions regarding tips for approaching the story.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
betrothed] to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. Luke 1:26-27
There are a few words to note here. For one thing, it’s worth mentioning that the town of Nazareth was not a
very fancy, well-known place. No one would have expected a king to come out of that place. Yet God works in
amazing, miraculous, and mysterious ways. He came to Mary. “Betrothed” meant that she was engaged to be
married to Joseph, but they weren’t married yet. Joseph was from King David’s ancestry, which was important
because God’s promise had to do with someone who came from David’s line.
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*Note: You may opt to avoid or dance around the “virgin” element for younger audiences. Kids may ask what
the word means. While it does no harm to explain, it may be a conversation better suited for parents, so it
could be enough to simply say that she was a young woman who’d never been married.
Ask: How would you feel if an angel appeared out of the blue?
Explain that often, when people saw angels in the Bible, the first thing the angels said was “don’t be scared.”
We are not sure what angels look like, but it would seem they frightened the people they came to talk to!
That’s how it was in this case. The Bible even says that Mary was “greatly troubled” as she tried to figure out
why the angel was there…
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”[c] 29 But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. -Luke 1:28-29
Mary’s first reaction is concern. Who is this guy? Why is he calling her a favored one, and how does he know
the Lord is with her? Gabriel clearly sensed these worries, because he reassured her and explained that she was
going to have a baby, who would be God’s own son.
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1:30-33
How would God become a man? It seems unlikely and impossible, but anything is possible with God! The angel
told Mary that this baby would be great, like King David, and that He would rule forever. Mary knew God had
promised a Messiah, but she probably never expected Him to come in such a way!
Ask: Have you ever been asked to do something unexpected or confusing? What did you do?
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”[d]
35 And

the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[e] will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant[f] of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. -Luke 1:34-38
The angel promised Mary that nothing was impossible with God’s help. And how did she react? She said “okay”!
She told the angel she was God’s servant, and would do what He asked. That’s all it took! She didn’t have to do
an ancestry report and make sure David’s line would hold up. She didn’t prepare herself in special ways. She
just said yes to God, and let Him do the work! It’s the same for us. We don’t have to do a lot of special things to
be in God’s family. All we have to do is trust and believe in Him, and anything can happen. So keep praying and
keep listening! God can and will do mighty things!
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*Disclaimer: saying “yes” to God might be simple, but it’s not always easy. He is with us every step of the way,
though, and promises never to leave. Unfortunately, just saying yes doesn’t always work for thins like chores.
You still have to make your bed.
Close with a prayer thanking God for sending us Jesus. Acknowledge His power and control, and ask for help in
being willing to let Him work in our lives.

Angel Craft Ideas for Sunday School
Crafts: Here are a few crafts that feature angelic elements of the story. You might also consider other crafts that
feature Mary or Advent.
•

Angel cup puppet or ornament

•

Angel plate decoration

•

Angel pin

There are many marvelous variations possible when considering crafts that relate to angels. We might not know
exactly what angels look like, but the traditional notion of white winged creatures lend themselves to fun
creative creations.
We most notably associate the celestial messengers with Christmas, due to the proclamation of Christ’s birth. In
this Gospel lesson, an angel visits Mary to announce to her that she will be the chosen mother of Jesus. These
crafts celebrate that annunciation with a few fun and simple versions of angels. These can be made into
puppets, pins, ornaments, or simple decorations. Have fun and “take flight!”
Bible Verses or Craft Captions to Consider… (Main Text: Luke 1:36-48)
For nothing will be impossible with God. -Luke 1:37
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” -Luke
1:38
Angels Share Good News! Glory to God in the Highest!
Just believe…God provides great messages!
Trust and obey…God can do the impossible!
Bible Passage: Luke 1:26-38

Copyright © Ministry-To-Children.com – Permission granted for any non-profit use. Written
by Kristin Schmidt . Illustrations from ChristianClipArts.com Scripture quotes from The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles

Craft one: “Angel cup ornament”
You will need:
•

Construction paper or card stock

•

Markers, stickers, or other decorating
materials

•

String, yarn, or pipe cleaner

•

Scissors

•

Coffee filters and/or cupcake liners

•

Glue or tape

•

Google eyes, pipe cleaners (optional)

•

Popsicle sticks (optional)

Procedure:
1. Decorate the cup as desired, drawing or gluing
on eyes, mouth, or sticker elements.
2. Use a folded cupcake liner or coffee filter as
“wings”, and tape or glue them behind the
cup.
3. Attach a pipe cleaner halo. Add a string if
you’d like to let your angel hang as a
decoration; or place a popsicle stick inside the
cup if you prefer your angel to be a puppet.
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Craft Two: “Angel pin ”
You will need:
•

Google eyes

•

Popsicle sticks or clothespins

•

Markers or crayons

•

Glue and/or tape

•

Safety pins

•

Scissors

•

Coffee filters or cupcake liners

•

Pipe cleaners, string, or ribbon

Procedure:
1. Choose a clothespin, popsicle stick, or other
wooden piece as the base of your angel (or use
multiple elements and make a whole Heavenly
host!).
2. Add drawn or glued facial elements to your
wooden angels.
3. Use coffee filters or cupcake liners (or lace
doilies) as wings, and attach them behind the
angel bodies with tape or glue.
4. Give your angel(s) halos and string, if you’d
like to hang them up.
5. Tape or glue a safety pin to the back of the
bodies and make yourself a wearable pin!
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Craft Three: “Angel Plate”
You will need:
•

Paper plate of any size

•

Paper (construction) (optional)

•

Scissors

•

Coffee filters

•

Glue or tape

•

Decorative supplies (stickers, eyes,
glitter, etc.)

•

Crayons or markers

•

String or ribbon (if desired to hang)

Procedure:
1. Decorate paper plate with “Angelic” facial
features like a drawn mouth, google eyes,
button nose, etc. Add ribbon or yarn hair if
desired.
2. Use lace, coffee filters, or doilies for wings,
attaching them behind the plate with glue or
tape.
3. Affix a string or pipe cleaner halo to the top
of the plate.
4. Add verses or captions. Place a popsicle
stick behind the plate if you’d like to make a
puppet or mask; or merely hang as a decoration.
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This message was prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves at the
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.
She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since
2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and pre-school
education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a Master of
Education and will receive the Master of Theology degree from
Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in
southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a
long-distance runner and voracious reader.
•
•
•
•

Over 400 Printable Bible Coloring Pages
Over 800 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum
New Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week
Our sister website called Sunday School Works!

If your church buys resources, please consider using The Sunday School Store. Church budgets are tight. That's
why our digital curriculum is half the cost of printed material. Even when finances are limited, your teaching
can make an eternal difference.
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