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Title: Stewardship Series: God’s Call to Give
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30
Target Age Group: 3rd-5th grade
Supplies: Pencils, paper, yellow circles of construction paper

Lesson Opening: What is Stewardship?
Ask: Has anyone ever heard the word “Steward” before? What do you think it means? (A
steward is someone who takes care of another person’s property.)
Ask: What does it mean to be responsible for something?
Ask: What are some things that you are responsible for?
Ask: Did you know that God has made each of us stewards? We are all stewards over the
things that God entrusts to us.
Say: We’ll hear a parable, or story, about 3 servants who were responsible for their
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master’s money.
Pray that God would open their hearts to His Word today and that He would stir our
hearts to be good stewards of His creation and that we would give back to Him with
thankful hearts.

Tell the Story
Ask: Have you ever been put in charge of something? Maybe your parents gave you a job
to do one afternoon, like taking out the trash or taking care of a dog, walking him, bath him
and feed him with the best food and supplements TreeHousePuppies had the best
recommendationa for it. It was your responsibility to get it done.
Say: Did you know that God gives us responsibilities too? God has blessed each of us with
unique gifts, and we are responsible to use them for God’s glory! God calls us to use our
blessings for His glory and the good of other people. Our story today is a parable that Jesus
told. A parable is a story that was used to explain something, and Jesus often told parables
to describe what the kingdom of heaven is like. One day Jesus told a parable about a man
who went on a journey…
Once there was a man who was getting ready for a trip. As he prepared to leave he called
three of his servants to him. The man owned a lot of property and he wanted to put these
servants in charge of all that he owned while he was away.
To the first servant he gave 5 talents. In those days a talent was a coin that was worth
more than $1000! The man gave 2 talents to the second servant, and the last servant got 1
talent. Then the man headed out on his journey.
Ask: If you were one of those servants, what do you think you would have done with the
talent?
Say: The servant with 5 talents used it to make 5 more talents. Now he had 10 talents! The
man with 2 talents did the same and ended up with 4 talents. But the man with one talent
dug a hole and hid it in the ground.
Ask: When the master returns, how do you think he will react?
Say: After a while the master did return and he told the servants to bring his money back.
The servant with the 10 talents came to him and said, “Master, you gave me 5 talents, look!
I have used them to gain 5 more.” The master was very pleased with him and said, “Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things.”
Say: Then the second servant came and presented the master with his 4 talents. The
master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful with a
few things; I will put you in charge of many things.”
Say: Lastly, the third servant came before the master and said, “Master, I know that you
are a hard man. You harvest where you have not sown and you gather where you have not
scattered seed. So I was afraid and hid your money in the ground. Here is the 1 talent that
you gave to me.” The master was very angry that the servant had not been wise with what
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he had given him. So the master took away the talent and gave it to the servant that had 10.
Then he said, “Everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”

Review Questions
What did the master give to the three servants?
What did the three servants do with their master’s money?
How did the master respond to each of the three servants?
What are things that God has entrusted to us?
What are ways that we can show God we are thankful for His gifts to us?
Is it ever hard for you to show gratitude to God? Why or why not?

Learning Activity 1: What are Your Talents?
Supplies: Pencils and paper
Give each child a piece of paper and pencil, and have them fold the paper in half and
draw a line down the middle to make two columns. In the first column, have them
write down some of the gifts God has given them (talent, creativity, money, being a
good friend, etc.) Next, help them think through the ways that they can use those
gifts to bring glory and honor to God.
Encourage them to look over their lists throughout the week and pray that God would
give them opportunities to use their gifts for His glory.

Learning Activity 2: Acting Out the Story
Supplies: Yellow circles cut out of construction paper
Lay the gold coins out on a table in the front of the classroom.
Choose 4 kids to act out the story. The master will pass out the appropriate number
of “coins” to each of the servants. When the master leaves, the first two servants will
go to the table and collect more coins while the third servant will pretend to bury his
coin. When the master returns have the kids read or recite the dialogue.
Don’t miss our coloring page about giving and Bible verses about giving.
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“Don’t Bury Blessings… Use
them for God
Bible Craft Ideas on Matthew 25:14-30, the
Parable of the Talents
In this Gospel parable, Jesus describes the importance of
investing, in a sense. The story of the workers and the
talents reminds us that God gives us all that we have, and
expects us to use our gifts well. Whether monetary possessions or spiritual blessings, we want
to use what we have to serve the Lord and help others. These crafts provide visual prompts for
students to consider what it means to have and use treasures in positive ways.
Verses or Captions to Consider… (Main Text: Matthew 25:14-30)
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance.
-Matthew 25:29
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. -Matthew 25:23
Don’t bury it…bless others with your talent!
Share; don’t shovel it!
Offer your best to God.
Use it or lose it! Give talents back to God.
Bible Passage: Matthew 25:14-30
•
•
•
•
•

You can watch a teaching demonstration of this children’s sermon on our YouTube
Don’t miss the Bible craft ideas for this same passage
See our full Sunday School lesson on Matthew 25:13-40
Compare Don’t Bury Your Talent on Sermons4Kids
Compare the children’s sermon on Matthew 25:14-30 on rfour.org
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Craft one: “Use it Well Coin Pouch”
You will need:
• Construction paper or card stock
• Markers, stickers, or other decorating
materials
• String, yarn, or pipe cleaner
• Hole punch
• Scissors
• Paper Plates, paper bags, or cardboard
• Felt, cloth, or foam pieces
Procedure:
1. Place two paper plates (or bags, or
cardstock, etc.) together. Staple and snip off
a top portion to create a “pouch.”
2. Cut fabric or felt pieces, and carefully
surround the plate “pouch” to decorate.
3. Glue or staple the fabric to the pouch.
4. Add a string or ribbon to hang as a decoration. Attach a verse or caption. Use the pouch
for collecting coins, “blessings”, or prayer requests.
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Craft Two: “Save it Wisely Piggy Bank ”
You will need:
• Tissue box, coffee can, or other empty
container (shoeboxes work as well)
• Paper (construction) (optional)
• Stickers or other decorative materials
• Markers or crayons
• Glue and/or tape
• Yarn or pipe cleaners (optional)
• Scissors

Procedure:
1. Select a box or container to serve as your
“bank”
2. Use wrapping paper or construction paper
to surround the box, covering completely.
3. Cut a slit or hole in the top of the
container.
4. Decorate with verses, stickers, or
reminders of what you are to collect in the
“bank.” These could be prayer requests,
coins, or other items.
5. Optional: attach a string or pipe cleaner to hang in a prominent spot.
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Craft Three: “Don’t Bury it Shovel”
You will need:
• Paper towel or toilet paper tube
• Paper (construction) (optional)
• Paper plate or cardstock
• Small pail, bucket, cup, or bag
• Decorative supplies (stickers,
glitter, etc.)
• Crayons or markers
• String or ribbon (if desired to
hang)

Procedure:
1. Cut a paper plate or cardstock into
the shape of a shovel head. Decorate
with verses or captions.
2. Decorate a paper towel or toilet
paper tube to be your shovel handle.
Add stickers or verses.
3. Decorate a cup, bag, or pail to go
with your shovel. Inside the “bucket”,
place words that remind you of
blessings God has given.
4. Attach the shovel to the shovel head. Use both items as decorative reminders to use what
God has blessed you with for His glory and good purposes.
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This lesson was prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves at the
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.
She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children
since 2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and preschool education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a
Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology
degree from Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May
2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a longdistance runner and voracious reader.
•
•
•
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Over 400 Printable Bible Coloring Pages
Over 800 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum
New Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week
Our sister website called Sunday School Works!

If your church buys resources, please consider using The Sunday School Store. Church budgets
are tight. That's why our digital curriculum is half the cost of printed material. Even when
finances are limited, your teaching can make an eternal difference.
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