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This free Bible lesson is based on Matthew 22:1-14 where Jesus tells the parable of the
‘Wedding Banquet”. It is designed for children’s church or Sunday School. Please modify
as best fits your ministry.
If your church follows the Revised Common Lectionary, this teaching plan would
correspond to Year A – 18th Sunday After Pentecost, Gospel Reading – Matthew 22:1-14
Opening Activity – You’re Invited – Party Charades
Supplies – paper, writing utensils, small container
Before class write each of the following on a small piece of paper and place them in a small
container. If you have younger kids try drawing a picture next to the word.
Flowers
Balloons
Cake
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Friends
Hats
Music
Games
Presents
Cards
Piñata
When the kids arrive ask for volunteers to choose an activity to act out without using any
words or noises, while the remainder of the class guesses.
After all clues have been given, ask the class if they know how all of those clues go together.

Lesson – You’re Invited
Yay, it’s party time! I LOVE parties! Doesn’t matter if it’s my party or a friends. Doesn’t
matter if it’s a swim party or a slumber party. Doesn’t matter if it’s a baby shower or a
wedding. If it’s a party, I’m there!
How about you guys? Raise your left hand if you love parties. Awesome! Just like me!
Now, I need you to leave your hand up, and touch your nose with your right hand if you
like birthday parties. Bob your head if you like slumber parties. Stick out your tongue if
you like swim parties. Lift your feet up if you like weddings. And wiggle all over if you like
Christmas parties.
Awesome job guys! And I loved to see just how much you enjoy parties too; which is
perfect, because today is all about parties.
Jesus liked to tell stories to help people understand things better, and those stories were
called parables. Today’s parable is about a huge party that a king threw for his son’s
wedding.
Now, when you throw a birthday party, is it just you? Or do you have friends come over?
Of course you have friends over! Birthday parties by yourself are just birthdays. A
slumber party by yourself would just be going to bed. And a wedding reception by yourself
would just be dinner.
The King didn’t want just a dinner for his son, he wanted something special, a party! So he
invited all his friends, and all his family, and all of the people that were important to him
and his son, and since this was a king throwing a party for a prince, it was a WHOLE LOT
OF PEOPLE.
How many people do you think showed up? … Zero. Not a single person. Not one!
The king even sent some messengers out to get them, but they all said they were just too
busy. They didn’t have time for all that, and their lives were much more important than
the prince’s or king’s lives. The king was upset, but he wasn’t going to let this party
become just a dinner, so he sent out his messengers again, and this time he told them to
invite anyone and everyone they saw.
The room began to fill up and that dinner turned into a party! These people weren’t
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special. They weren’t the king’s friends or family. They weren’t rich or famous. But they
came. And the king was very happy.
That’s kind of like how heaven is going to be. Way back in the Old Testament, God chose
the Jews as his chosen people. They were the only ones invited and that made them very
special. Then when Jesus came, many of the Jews didn’t want anything to do with Him.
Crazy right?!? But once Jesus came, that invitation to heaven was opened up to anyone
who wanted to come. It didn’t matter if they were a Jew. And that invitation is still open
today. Everyone is invited!
Activity A – You’re Invited – Bible Verse Challenge
Supplies – Bibles
Verse – Matthew 22:8-10
Pass out Bibles to students. Bibles should be closed and sitting on the table face up in front
of each child. When you say go, have the kids look up this week’s Bible verse. As each child
finds the verse, have them stick one finger on the verse and quietly raise their other hand.
The first one to find the verse gets to read it to the rest of the class.
Help younger kids and new kids find the verse by following these steps.
1. Look in the Table of Contents for the book you are looking for. Make an effort to
show them if it is found in the Old Testament or New Testament to help them in the
future. Then open the Bible to the page number listed in the Table of Contents.
2. Show them the large numbers in the text, known as the chapters. Flip through pages
until you find the large chapter number you are looking for.
3. Then scan through the text with them pointing out the smaller verse numbers until
the correct number is found.
Activity B – You’re Invited – I’m Invited!
Supplies – “I’m Invited!” activity page (download here), various arts and craft supplies
Print out a copy of the “I’m Invited!” activity page for each child. Have them trace over the
words while you read them, then give them crayons, markers, stickers, etc. to decorate
them.
Activity C — Inviting Others

Print out our free invitation coloring page and have children invite someone they know.
Closing Prayer – You’re Invited
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Ask for a volunteer to pray for the class before leaving, and encourage them to thank God
for invited EVERYONE to come to His party in heaven.
For even more lesson inspiration, browse these related posts from our website:
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“You’re Invited” Bible
Craft Ideas on the Parable
of the Wedding Feast
The parable of the marriage feast is a great opportunity to
include party-like elements in craft and story-telling. The
message we hope to convey to kids with this story is that
God invites and accepts all people to be part of His family, and all we have to do is choose His
gift of salvation. With these crafts, celebrate that fact with a decorative “invitation,” a “pinata,”
and a reminder that we are clothed not with wedding garments, but with the blood of Jesus.
Bible Verses or Craft Captions to Consider…
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
-Romans 6:23
To him (Jesus) all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” -Acts 10:43
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him
in order that we may also be glorified with him. -Romans 8:16-17
Clothed with Christ…part of His family!
All are invited…to God’s Heavenly party!
You are invited into God’s family! Just believe!
No excuses…accept God’s free invitation!
More Teaching Ideas for the Parable of the Wedding Feast
• Watch the video version of this children’s sermon on our YouTube channel
• See the related craft ideas and more Sunday School Crafts on YouTube channel
• Compare our full Sunday School lesson on Matthew 22:1-14
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Craft one: Party Pinata
You will need:
• Scissors
• Paper bags
• Markers or crayons
• Verse caption or extra decoration
(optional)
• Small treats or toys
• Pipe cleaners, glitter, or other extra
decorations.

Procedure:
1. Decorate the paper bag with pictures,
verse captions, or stickers.
2. Add small toys, trinkets, or verses inside
the bag.
3. Tie a ribbon or pipe cleaner around one
end of the bag to secure.
4. Hang the pinata…use it as a decoration or whack at it with a stick to open it up for the
treats!
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Craft Two: “Clothed with Christ”
decoration
You will need:
• Glue and/or tape
• Construction paper or cardstock
• Scissors
• Caption or verse (Optional)
• Markers or crayons
• Felt or foam
• Additional decorations as desired

Procedure:
1. Draw a person-shaped figure on construction paper
or card stock.
2. Decorate your “person” and cut it out.
3. Attach the person to another piece of construction
paper.
4. Add decorations: felt or foam “clothing,” bows and
ribbons, etc.
5. If desired, attach a string or pipe cleaner to hang as
decoration.
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Craft Three: “Invitation to God’s Party”
You will need:
• Construction paper/cardstock
• Cardboard tube (Optional)
• Balloons (optional)
• Markers or crayons
• Pipe cleaners
• Scissors
• Glue or tape

Procedure:
1. Choose one or two pieces of construction paper, and attach together with staples or glue.
2. If desired, cut shapes out of the top sheet for added decoration.
3. Decorate the paper like a party invitation. Add stickers, pictures, balloons, ribbons, and more.
4. Add captions and verses. Hang for decoration or use as a prayer request reminder.
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These craft ideas were prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves
at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. She has
shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since
2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and preschool education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a
Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology
degree from Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern
California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-distance runner and voracious
reader.
Don’t miss our most popular resources.
•
•
•
•

Over 400 Printable Bible Coloring Pages
Over 800 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum
New Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week
Don’t miss our weekly newsletter called Sunday School Works!

Church budgets are tight -- so we are creating digital curriculum that is half the cost of printed
material. So even when finances are limited, your teaching can make an eternal difference.
It’s called the Sunday School Store …. Use this coupon to save on your first order.

Use coupon code to try our new premium curriculum

SAVE20
Click this link, discount will apply at checkout
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