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Use this children’s Sunday School lesson to teach kids that God wants us to tell everyone
about Him.
Needed: Bibles, drawing paper, crayons or colored pencils

Intro Game: Receiving the Invitation
Choose one student to be It. Then, have It turn around and choose one of the other
students to be the Hostile.
It then tries to tag all the other students, but if they tag the Hostile, they’re out. It wins
when they tag everyone except the Hostile.

Lesson
Ask students, How many of you have ever been to a wedding?
Who usually gets invited to a wedding?
Usually, it’s the people who know the bride or the groom that get invited to the wedding.
But what if everyone in the whole city got invited? What if everyone in the whole world got
invited? That would be a pretty big wedding, wouldn’t it?
(Read Matthew 22:1-3.)
“Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who
prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been
invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.”
So, the king is having a wedding for his son, but no one wants to come to the wedding. Why
do you think people wouldn’t want to come to the wedding?
(Read Matthew 22:4-6.)
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“’Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited that I have
prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is
ready. Come to the wedding banquet.”
“’But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest
seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.’”
What were the people doing instead of coming to the wedding? (They were working in
their fields or their business.)
And some of them even killed the king’s servants! All the king wanted to was invite them to
come to the wedding, and they killed the king’s servants. So, what do you think the king
should do to them?
(Read Matthew 22:7-10.)
“’The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their
city.
“’Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not
deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” So
the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad
as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.’”
Now, who did the king invite to the wedding? (He invited everyone in the city, good people
and bad people.)
That’s how it is with God. The wedding is a great, fun event, just like going to Heaven is
going to be greater than anything we could ever think of. God, the King, wants us to invite
everyone to go to Heaven, good people and bad people, but some people won’t want to go.
Maybe they don’t want to think about God because they want to think about other things
instead, just like the people in the story wanted to go to work instead of going to the
wedding. Some people will even be mean to us when we tell them about God and invite
them to go to Heaven.
But God still wants us to invite everyone to go to Heaven because He wants everyone to
come to be in Heaven with Him.
Now, does that mean that everyone will get to go to Heaven?
(Read Matthew 22:11-14.)
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“’But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
wedding clothes. He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?”
The man was speechless.
“’Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
“’For many are invited, but few are chosen.’”
What happened to the man who wasn’t wearing wedding clothes? (The king threw him
outside and didn’t let him come to the wedding.)
That’s how it is with God too. When you go to a wedding, you usually wear nice clothes,
right? That’s what you do when you go to a wedding. Well, there are some things you have
to do to go to Heaven.
Can anyone tell me what you have to do to go to Heaven? (Believe in God and do the right
things that God wants you to do.)
And if you don’t believe in God, and if you don’t do the right things that God wants you to
do, then God won’t let you go to Heaven when you die. You’ll have to go to Hell instead.
So, remember, God wants us to invite everyone to go to Heaven, just like the king invited
everyone to go to the wedding, but if we want to go to Heaven, we have to believe in God
and do the right things that He wants us to do.

Craft: What Will It Be Like?
Give students drawing supplies and have them draw a picture of themselves going to
Heaven. When they’re finished, have them share their pictures and ask them what they
think Heaven will be like.

Game: Receiving the Invitation
Play the intro game again, but call It the Servant. Then, remind students that the servants
in the story went out to invite people to the wedding, but some of the people attacked and
killed them. We have to invite other people to go to Heaven, too, but some people will be
mean to us when we try to invite them.

Closing Prayer
Father, we thank You for inviting everyone to go to Heaven to be with You. Help us to
believe in You and to do what You want us to so that we can be with You. In Jesus’ name
we pray, amen.
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You can also find this lesson for Kindle or in print in my book, The Parables and
Teachings of Jesus Vol. 2.
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“You’re Invited” Bible
Craft Ideas on the Parable
of the Wedding Feast
The parable of the marriage feast is a great opportunity to
include party-like elements in craft and story-telling. The
message we hope to convey to kids with this story is that
God invites and accepts all people to be part of His family, and all we have to do is choose His
gift of salvation. With these crafts, celebrate that fact with a decorative “invitation,” a “pinata,”
and a reminder that we are clothed not with wedding garments, but with the blood of Jesus.
Bible Verses or Craft Captions to Consider…
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
-Romans 6:23
To him (Jesus) all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” -Acts 10:43
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him
in order that we may also be glorified with him. -Romans 8:16-17
Clothed with Christ…part of His family!
All are invited…to God’s Heavenly party!
You are invited into God’s family! Just believe!
No excuses…accept God’s free invitation!
More Teaching Ideas for the Parable of the Wedding Feast
• Watch the video version of this children’s sermon on our YouTube channel
• See the related craft ideas and more Sunday School Crafts on YouTube channel
• Compare our full Sunday School lesson on Matthew 22:1-14
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Craft one: Party Pinata
You will need:
• Scissors
• Paper bags
• Markers or crayons
• Verse caption or extra decoration
(optional)
• Small treats or toys
• Pipe cleaners, glitter, or other extra
decorations.

Procedure:
1. Decorate the paper bag with pictures,
verse captions, or stickers.
2. Add small toys, trinkets, or verses inside
the bag.
3. Tie a ribbon or pipe cleaner around one
end of the bag to secure.
4. Hang the pinata…use it as a decoration or whack at it with a stick to open it up for the
treats!
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Craft Two: “Clothed with Christ”
decoration
You will need:
• Glue and/or tape
• Construction paper or cardstock
• Scissors
• Caption or verse (Optional)
• Markers or crayons
• Felt or foam
• Additional decorations as desired

Procedure:
1. Draw a person-shaped figure on construction paper
or card stock.
2. Decorate your “person” and cut it out.
3. Attach the person to another piece of construction
paper.
4. Add decorations: felt or foam “clothing,” bows and
ribbons, etc.
5. If desired, attach a string or pipe cleaner to hang as
decoration.
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Craft Three: “Invitation to God’s Party”
You will need:
• Construction paper/cardstock
• Cardboard tube (Optional)
• Balloons (optional)
• Markers or crayons
• Pipe cleaners
• Scissors
• Glue or tape

Procedure:
1. Choose one or two pieces of construction paper, and attach together with staples or glue.
2. If desired, cut shapes out of the top sheet for added decoration.
3. Decorate the paper like a party invitation. Add stickers, pictures, balloons, ribbons, and more.
4. Add captions and verses. Hang for decoration or use as a prayer request reminder.
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These craft ideas were prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves
at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO. She has
shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children since
2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and preschool education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a
Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology
degree from Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May 2020. Kristin grew up in southern
California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a long-distance runner and voracious
reader.
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