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Children are not only the church of tomorrow, they are a vital part of the church today. It’s
so important to minister to children, but sometimes we forget that kids can also serve
others. This lesson plan will help children understand how they are gifted by God and
placed in a church for their role–just like grown up believers. Don’t miss the other lessons
in this series, “Tough Questions Kids Ask.”
TARGET AGES: 10-14
OBJECTIVE: To help students understand they have a role in church and give them the
knowledge they need to explore and fulfill their role.
MAIN IDEA: God has given every Christian the ability to fulfill a role and serve within their
church.
SCRIPTURE PASSAGES: Ephesians 6:13-18 (review), 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 & 26,
Romans 12:3-8, Colossians 3:23-24, 2 Peter 1:10-11
MATERIAL(S): Index cards
Introduction (5 minutes)
OPENING PRAYER: “God, please open our hearts today as we explore how you want us to
serve and fulfill our roles in the church. Amen.”
PREVIOUS LESSON REVIEW: Remind students that we previously learned about trusting
God when bad things happen. Also, we can choose to have the right responses to bad
situations even when they are undeserved and unexpected. Ask, “Did anything bad happen
this week? Do you think God was pleased with your reaction?” Allow time for the class to
discuss. Emphasize that when we put on the armor of God (Ephesians 6:13-18) we will be
more prepared to deal with bad situations.
Lesson (15 minutes)
1. Say, “Have you ever stubbed your toe? How did it affect your whole body? The bible
tells us that we are like parts of the body – when one part (person) doesn’t do its job,
the rest of the body is affected.” Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 & 26. Encourage
students to focus on how they need to contribute to the body of Christ instead of
focusing on others’ contributions or being served.
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2. Comment, “So, how do we figure out what God is calling us to do to serve?” Allow
time for comments and discussion. Remind students that they need to first be
growing in their individual relationships to Christ through daily prayer, bible
reading, and scripture memorization to effectively go forward with evaluating their
role. Read Romans 12:3-8. Emphasize that a good indicator of a possible role is to
evaluate individual talents and strengths. Ask each student, “What is something you
are good at and enjoy doing?” With each response, provide practical ways God could
use the student as a servant within the church. Also, encourage students as they may
feel they’re too young to have a role in the church (praying and helping others is
something that everyone can do).
3. Say, “Once we know our roles, we are to work hard and persevere through our roles.”
Read Colossians 3:23-24 and 2 Peter 1:10-11. Ask, “So why should we work hard
(because we serve Christ, not others)?” Explain that even though our roles may
change throughout our lives, we still need to remember that we do it for Christ (and
not for praise or success).
4. Provide a list of roles within the church that could be filled by the students. Ask, “Do
any of these opportunities interest you? What other roles could we add?” Encourage
students to continue seeking the Lord concerning their role in the church until they
are confident of their calling. Also, tell them it’s okay to “explore” possible callings by
working alongside other Christians who are eager to help them discover their role.
Conclusion (5 minutes)
RECAP: Comment, “We are all important and have a role of service within our church.
Seek the Lord, read his word, and actively pray for God to reveal your unique role.”
CLOSING PRAYER: “Lord, give us strength as we fulfill our roles in the church. Through
your guidance, we know you will sustain us and give us joy in our callings. Amen.”
Activity (20 minutes)
GUESSING GAME: Prepare 20 index cards each with a written occupation, job, or role
(suggestions include: doctor, teacher, pastor, musician, sibling, etc). Give the students
hints so they can try to guess the content of each card (give harder hints for older
students). Students raise their hands to guess, but are out for the round if they are wrong.
The student who correctly guesses each answer receives one point. Whoever has the most
points at the end of the game wins! Consider bringing a small prize for the winner.
More Ministry Ideas:
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“You are a Living Sacrifice!”
Craft Ideas for the Body of Christ
The body of Christ is a concept that is addressed multiple times in the New Testament, and is
both important and fun to illustrate. Children can identify with body parts (as we all have
them!), and with the idea of teamwork. Describing the church as a body of believers reminds
kids that we all have a job to do and a part to play. These crafts are designed as fun reminders
of bodies in general, and the body of Christ and our gifts that contribute to it.
Bible Verses of Craft Captions to Consider:
For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. -Romans 8:4-5
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ. -Romans 12:12
One in the body of Christ!
Use your gifts…
Jesus is the head, WE are the body!
More Teaching Ideas on the Body of Christ
• See craft demonstration video on our YouTube playlist on the Body of Christ
• See all Ministry-To-Children resources tagged about the Church as the Body of Christ
• Compare our full Sunday School lesson on the Body of Christ
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Craft one: “Moving Body Buddy”
You will need:
• Construction paper
• Tape or glue (optional)
• Markers, stickers, or other decorating
materials
• Scissors
• Brad Fasteners

Procedure:
1. Draw outlines of body parts on
construction paper.
2. Write out positive spiritual gifts,
attributes, or verses on each body part.
Decorate as desired, adding eyes and
mouth to the face if wished.
3. Cut out each body part.
4. Assemble the parts together, securing
with brad fasteners to make the body
parts move-able.
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Craft Two: “Mr. Potato (or apple or
cucumber) Head”
You will need:
• Yarn, pipe cleaner, or string
• Potato, apple, orange, or other
fruit/vegetable
• Google eyes or other decorations
• Glue and/or tape
• Extra decorations (stickers, etc.)
• Caption or verse
• Markers (sharpies recommended)
Procedure:
1. Decide how you
would like to decorate
and adorn your “Mr.
Potato Head” look-alike.
2. Draw facial features
or outlines as desired.
3. Glue on eyes, ears (if
needed), etc.
4. Add sticks or pipe
cleaners for extra
enthusiasm!
5. Be creative with your
decorations. Use sticks if
you prefer to add or
remove items. Have
fun!
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Extra Ideas: Group Activities for Sunday School
• Work on a jigsaw puzzle to discuss parts working together.
• Create a “goofy creature” illustration:
o Fold a large piece of construction paper into several sections (suggested four)
o Have one student draw a head on the first section of the paper.
o Fold the paper to hide the head, and have the next student draw a neck and torso.
o Have the next students add legs, and then feet.
o Open the illustration and observe the goofy creature drawn as a team!
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Learn About

The Church
Jesus Started the Church
When Jesus said, “I will build my church,” he
was talking about the church of all Christians.
If you are a Christian, you belong to Jesus’
church.

Local Churches
After Jesus went back to heaven, Paul and other Christians traveled around, telling people about
Jesus and starting local churches in the towns they visited. A local church is a group of Christians that
live in the same area and meet together to worship and do God’s work.
Look up the verses, read them, and complete the statements about churches.
Ephesians 1:16

Paul _______________ for the churches he had
started.

Acts 15:36

Paul went back and _______________ the
churches he had started.

Don’t forget to _____________ together as a

Hebrews 10:25

church.

1 Corinthians 16:2

Give an offering of _________________ each
Sunday.

Acts 14:23

Each church had church __________________.

Word List: leaders, meet, money, prayed, visited
Learn About the Bible Worksheets from Shirley McKinstry at ministry-to-children.com

Church Buildings
Some churches meet in houses, schools, or other places, but most churches meet in church
buildings.
Draw a path for each family to get to the church building.

Your Church
What is the name of your church?

Who is the pastor of your church?

Who are some other people in your church?

What do you do when your church meets together?
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These craft ideas were prepared by Kristin Schmidt, who serves
at the Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock, CO.
She has shared her teaching gifts through Ministry-To-Children
since 2014 and now serves as our lead curriculum writer.
Kristin has a professional background in elementary and preschool education. A graduate of Biola University, she holds a
Master of Education and will receive the Master of Theology
degree from Concordia University, Irvine, California, in May
2020. Kristin grew up in southern California and lived the past 10 years in Georgia. She is a longdistance runner and voracious reader.
Don’t miss our most popular resources.
•
•
•
•

Over 400 Printable Bible Coloring Pages
Over 800 Bible Lessons and Complete Sunday School Curriculum
New Children’s Sermons Object Lessons every week
Our sister website called Sunday School Works!

If your church buys resources, please consider using the Sunday School Store. Church budgets
are tight. That's why our digital curriculum is half the cost of printed material. Even when
finances are limited, your teaching can make an eternal difference.
Use coupon code at checkout

SAVE25
Or click this link, discount will apply at checkout
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