Great Commission Object Lesson (Matthew 28:16-20)
ministry-to-children.com/object-lesson-kids-sharing-gospel
January 18,
2011

Last week, I was thinking of a way to illustrate the power of one kid telling another about
Jesus. This Bible object lesson with dominoes is what I came up with. The basic idea is told
in the video below. This would be perfect for a children’s sermon on the Great Commission.

Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/7CFX5f_t6AE
Children’s Sermon on the Great Commission – Matthew 28:16-20

Supplies Needed: I got a simple box of dominoes at Wal-Mart for under $3. I also used
masking tape and a marker to make a face on one of the dominoes.
Scripture Connection: With this object lesson you could read any of the key passages
about Evangelism and Witnessing. Especially the Great Commission. Here are a few of my
favorites:
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And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 ESV)
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8
ESV)
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then
I said, “Here am I! Send me.” (Isaiah 6:8 ESV)
But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you,
you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of them, for I
am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 1:7-8 ESV)
The kids had so much fun with this children’s sermon – they kept asking for me to repeat it
weeks later.
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Making Disciples – Teaching Activity for 'the Great
Commission'
ministry-to-children.com/making-disciples-teaching-activity-for-the-great-commission
April 23,
2016

Having been involved in children’s ministry all of my adult life I can probably guess (with
some degree of certainty) what passages or stories you might be teaching in the next few
weeks. Many of us seem to follow a similar schedule. At Easter we teach the resurrection,
then the next week we might teach about Jesus appearing to the disciples and then we quite
regularly focus on the ‘great commission’ or the call for the disciples to go out and make
more disciples.
If you happen to be teaching on the great commission, this is an activity designed for ages 59 to get them thinking about (1) what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, (2) the role of
repentance and faith in the life of a disciple and (3) the job of disciples to go and make more
disciples.
Making Disciples
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles, a piece of paper and something to write with
Have one of the kids in the group reread Matthew 28:19-20. Ask the kids what they think it
means to make a disciple.
Ask: (1) who were the first disciples? (2) how the first disciples became disciples… (Jesus
called them to follow Him and they followed, or someone else told them about Jesus and
they started following).
To help kids make sense of this, explain that a disciple is anyone who is following Jesus.

Ask the kids in the group to identify some people that they would call disciples or followers
of Jesus. Ask them how they know that these people are disciples of Jesus. (You might want
to write the word disciple on a piece of paper and then write names of people who are disciples
around the word).
Use this time to remind kids that just because someone comes to church or just
because they read their Bible or do good things that doesn’t make them a disciple –
that a disciple of Jesus is someone who has repented (turned away) from their sin and
who believes that Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for their sin. Explain to the
kids that if they are following Jesus then that would make them a disciple as well.
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To illustrate what happens in the life of someone when they become a disciple and to
enforce the concept of repentance & faith working together to make someone a disciple,
try the following illustration.
Have 2 kids stand up a few meters apart with their backs to each other. Have a 3 rd kid stand
between them. Introduce one of the kids as “the world.” Explain that before becoming a
disciple of Jesus everyone is following the world. Tell the kid who is representing “the world”
to do something for the kid in the middle to copy. Have the rest of the group tell you who
the kid in the middle is following. Then, introduce the other kid as “God” and have that kid
do something different for the kid in the middle to follow.

Ask if the kid in the middle can follow “the world” and “God” at the same time. No, because
they are complete opposites and if you’re following one your back is to the other one. Read
Romans 3:10-12 and talk about how everyone is following the world and no one is seeking
after God, how they’ve all turned their backs and gone astray. Explain that in order to follow
God you have to turn your back on the world; it’s one or the other- there’s no middle
ground! That’s what the word repent means – turning away from your sin and the world and
turning to Jesus.
Read the following verses with the group and discuss what it means to be a disciple and
how disciples are made….
Matthew 4:19-20 – -disciples are those who follow Jesus when He calls them
Matthew 16:24 – – a disciple is one who denies himself, takes up his cross and follows
Jesus
Acts 2:38 – -a disciple is someone who repents of their sin and is baptized
John 14:15 – -a disciple is one who shows He loves God by obeying His commands
SAY: “We’ve heard today that Jesus sends His disciples to tell people about Him. As Jesus’
first disciples were sent out, they were told to make other disciples. As they went they called
out for people to repent of their sins and turn to Jesus. The message that those men
preached 2000 years ago is the same message that each of us needs to hear and respond
to….in order to be a disciple or follower of Jesus we need to turn away from our sin and turn
to Jesus and follow Him.”
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We hope you enjoy this free resource from Sunday School Works!
Our mission is to help you make the most of every Sunday in your class. That’s why
all our material is 100% free and we share all the best curriculum from around the
Internet.
You can reach us directly editor@sundayschool.works

Best Sunday School Curriculum & Resources
Let’s make Sunday School great again! Here are
some of the best resources to help you get started:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Sunday School Lessons
Coloring Pages for Sunday School
Sunday School Crafts
Bible Games for Sunday School

We are proud to partner with Ministry-To-Children.com to share all the best free
online Sunday School curriculum for kids. Don’t miss their latest children’s ministry
ideas!
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