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Now the man had relations with his
wife Eve, and she conceived and gave
birth to Cain, and she said, "I have
gotten a manchild with the help of the
Lord." Again, she gave birth to his
brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of
flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the
ground. Adam had relations with his
wife again; and she gave birth to a son,
and named him Seth, for, she said, "God
has appointed me another offspring in
place of Abel, for Cain killed him."When
Adam had lived one hundred and thirty
years, he became the father of a son
in his own likeness, according to his
image, and named him Seth. Then the
days of Adam after he became the
father of Seth were eight hundred
years, and he had other sons and
daughters. So all the days that Adam
lived were nine hundred and thirty
years, and he died.

Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was
great on the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The
Lord was sorry that He had made man on the
earth, and He was grieved in His heart. The Lord said,
"I will blot out man whom I have created from the
face of the land, from man to animals to creeping
things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that
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I have made them." But Noah found favor in the
eyes of the Lord.
These are the records of the generations of Noah.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time;
Noah walked with God. Noah became the father of
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three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

1

2

No-ah be-came the
The Lord said, "I will blot
out man whom I have
fath-er of three sons:
cre-a-ted from the face
of the land, from man to Shem, Ham, and Ja-pheth.
an-i-mals to creep-ing
Then God said to No-ah,
things and to birds of the
sky; for I am sor-ry that "The end of all flesh has
I have made them." But come be-fore Me; for the
No-ah found fa-vor in the
earth is filled with
eyes of the Lord.
These are the re-cords
vi-o-lence be-cause of
of the gen-er-a-tions of
them; and be-hold, I am
No-ah. No-ah was a
right-eous man,
a-bout to des-troy them
blame-less in his time;
with the earth.
Noah walked with God.

3

4Now it came about in the six hundred and first year,
in the first month, on the first of the month, the
water was dried up from the earth. Then Noah
removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and
behold, the surface of the ground was dried up. In
the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of
the month, the earth was dry. Then God spoke to
Noah, saying, "Go out of the ark, you and your wife
and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring
out with you every living thing of all flesh that is
with you, birds and animals and every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth, that they may breed
abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and
multiply on the earth." So Noah went out, and his
sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him.

Reader from
Genesis 15:1-2, 5, 12-16, 18:1-5,
9-11, 21:1-3, 22:1-13
By Felicia Mollohan

Af-ter these things
the word of the Lord
came to A-bram in a
vi-sion, say-ing,
"Do not fear, A-bram,
I am a shield to you;
Your re-ward shall be
ver-y great."
A-bram said, "O Lord
God, what will You give
me, since I am
child-less?

1

2

But I will also judge the nation whom they will
serve, and afterward they will come out with
many possessions. As for you, you shall go to
your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good
old age. Then in the fourth generation they will
return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not
yet complete."
Now the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of
Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in
the heat of the day. When he lifted up his eyes
and looked, behold, three men were standing
opposite him; and when he saw them, he ran from
the tent door to meet them and bowed himself
to the earth, 3and said, "My Lord, if now I have
found favor in Your sight, please do not pass Your
servant by.
Please let a little water be brought and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree; and I
will bring a piece of bread, that you may refresh
yourselves; after that you may go on, since you
have visited your servant." And they said, "So do,
as you have said."
Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?"
And he said, "There, in the tent." He said, "I will
surely return to you at this time next year; and
behold, Sarah your wife will have a son." And Sarah
was listening at the tent door, which was behind
him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced
in age; Sarah was past childbearing.

Then the Lord took note of Sarah as He had said,

3

and the Lord did for Sarah as He had promised. So
Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his
old age, at the appointed time of which God had
spoken to him. Abraham called the name of his son
who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him,
Isaac.
Now it came about after these things, that God
tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And
he said, "Here I am." He said, "Take now your son,
your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the
land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell
you." So Abraham rose early in the morning and
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for
the burnt offering, and arose and went to the
place of which God had told him. On the third day
Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a
distance.

4

Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with
the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there;
and we will worship and return to you." Abraham
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and
the knife. So the two of them walked on together.
Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My
father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." And he
said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is
the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham said,
"God will provide for Himself the lamb for the
burnt offering, my son." So the two of them
walked on together.
Then they came to the place of which God had told
him; and Abraham built the altar there and
arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and
laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Abraham
stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay
his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him
from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And
he said, "Here I am." He said, "Do not stretch out
your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him;
for now I know that you fear God, since you have
not withheld your son, your only son, from Me."
Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by
his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
place of his son.

Now Isaac had come from going to Beer-lahai-roi;

1

for he was living in the Negev. Isaac went out to
meditate in the field toward evening; and he lifted
up his eyes and looked, and behold, camels were
coming. Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she
saw Isaac she dismounted from the camel. She said
to the servant, "Who is that man walking in the field
to meet us?" And the servant said, "He is my
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master." Then she took her veil and covered herself.
The servant told Isaac all the things that he had
done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother
Sarah's tent, and he took Rebekah, and she became
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his wife, and he loved her.

2 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife,
because she was barren; and the Lord answered him
and Rebekah his wife conceived. But the children
struggled together within her; and she said, "If it is
so, why then am I this way?" So she went to inquire
of the Lord.
The Lord said to her,
"Two nations are in your womb;
And two peoples will be separated from your body;

Now it came about, when Isaac was old and his eyes3
were too dim to see, that he called his older son
Esau and said to him, "My son." And he said to him,
"Here I am." Isaac said, "Behold now, I am old and I
do not know the day of my death. Now then, please
take your gear, your quiver and your bow, and go
out to the field and hunt game for me; and prepare
a savory dish for me such as I love, and bring it to
me that I may eat, so that my soul may bless you

And one people shall be stronger than the other;

before I die."
Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to his son

And the older shall serve the younger."

Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for

When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold,

game to bring home, Rebekah said to her son Jacob,

there were twins in her womb. Now the first came

"Behold, I heard your father speak to your brother

forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and they

Esau, saying, 'Bring me some game and prepare a

named him Esau. Afterward his brother came forth

savory dish for me, that I may eat, and bless you in

with his hand holding on to Esau's heel, so his name
was called Jacob; and Isaac was sixty years old
when she gave birth to them.
When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful
hunter, a man of the field, but Jacob was a

the presence of the Lord before my death.' Now
therefore, my son, listen to me as I command you.
Go now to the flock and bring me two choice young
goats from there, that I may prepare them as a
savory dish for your father, such as he loves. Then
you shall bring it to your father, that he may eat,

peaceful man, living in tents. Now Isaac loved Esau,

so that he may bless you before his death." Jacob

because he had a taste for game, but Rebekah

answered his mother Rebekah, "Behold, Esau my

loved Jacob.

brother is a hairy man and I am a smooth man.

4 Perhaps my father will feel me, then I will be as a
deceiver in his sight, and I will bring upon myself a
curse and not a blessing." But his mother said to him,
"Your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice,
and go, get them for me." So he went and got them,
and brought them to his mother; and his mother
made savory food such as his father loved. Then
Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her elder
son, which were with her in the house, and put them
on Jacob her younger son. And she put the skins of
the young goats on his hands and on the smooth
part of his neck. She also gave the savory food and
the bread, which she had made, to her son Jacob.
Then he came to his father and said, "My father."
And he said, "Here I am. Who are you, my son?"
Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn;
I have done as you told me. Get up, please, sit and
eat of my game, that you may bless me." Isaac said
to his son, "How is it that you have it so quickly, my
son?" And he said, "Because the Lord your God
caused it to happen to me." Then Isaac said to
Jacob, "Please come close, that I may feel you, my
son, whether you are really my son Esau or not."

5
So Jacob came close to Isaac his father, and he felt
him and said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the
hands are the hands of Esau." He did not recognize
him, because his hands were hairy like his brother
Esau's hands; so he blessed him. And he said, "Are you
really my son Esau?" And he said, "I am." So he said,
"Bring it to me, and I will eat of my son's game, that I
may bless you." And he brought it to him, and he ate;
he also brought him wine and he drank. Then his
father Isaac said to him, "Please come close and kiss
me, my son."
So he came close and kissed him; and when he smelled
the smell of his garments, he blessed him and said,
"See, the smell of my son
Is like the smell of a field which the Lord has blessed;
Now may God give you of the dew of heaven,
And of the fatness of the earth,
And an abundance of grain and new wine;
May peoples serve you,
And nations bow down to you;
Be master of your brothers,
And may your mother's sons bow down to you.
Cursed be those who curse you,
And blessed be those who bless you."
Now it came about, as soon as Isaac had finished
blessing Jacob, and Jacob had hardly gone out from
the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his
brother came in from his hunting. Then he also made
savory food, and brought it to his father; and he said
to his father, "Let my father arise and eat of his
son's game, that you may bless me."

6

Isaac his father said to him, "Who are you?" And he
said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau." Then

Isaac trembled violently, and said, "Who was he then
that hunted game and brought it to me, so that I
ate of all of it before you came, and blessed him?
Yes, and he shall be blessed." When Esau heard the
words of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly
great and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless
me, even me also, O my father!" And he said, "Your
brother came deceitfully and has taken away your
blessing." Then he said, "Is he not rightly named
Jacob, for he has supplanted me these two times?
He took away my birthright, and behold, now he has
taken away my blessing." And he said, "Have you not
reserved a blessing for me?" But Isaac replied to
Esau, "Behold, I have made him your master, and all
his relatives I have given to him as servants; and
with grain and new wine I have sustained him. Now as
for you then, what can I do, my son?" Esau said to
his father, "Do you have only one blessing, my
father? Bless me, even me also, O my father." So
Esau lifted his voice and wept.

So when Laban heard the news of Jacob his sister's 1
son, he ran to meet him, and embraced him and
kissed him and brought him to his house. Then he
related to Laban all these things.Then Laban said to
Jacob, "Because you are my relative, should you
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall
your wages be?" Now Laban had two daughters;
the name of the older was Leah, and the name of
the younger was Rachel. And Leah's eyes were
weak, but Rachel was beautiful of form and face.
Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, "I will serve you
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seven years for your younger daughter Rachel."
Laban said, "It is better that I give her to you than
to give her to another man; stay with me." So
Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they
seemed to him but a few days because of his love
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for her.

2 Now in the evening he took his daughter Leah, and

Now the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, and He

3

brought her to him; and Jacob went in to her. Laban

opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. Leah

also gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a

conceived and bore a son and named him Reuben, for

maid. So it came about in the morning that, behold, it

she said, "Because the Lord has seen my affliction;

was Leah! And he said to Laban, "What is this you

surely now my husband will love me." Then she

have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I

conceived again and bore a son and said, "Because

served with you? Why then have you deceived me?"

the Lord has heard that I am unloved, He has

But Laban said, "It is not the practice in our place

therefore given me this son also." So she named him

to marry off the younger before the firstborn.

Simeon. She conceived again and bore a son and said,

Complete the week of this one, and we will give you

"Now this time my husband will become attached to

the other also for the service which you shall serve

me, because I have borne him three sons."

with me for another seven years." Jacob did so and

Therefore he was named Levi. And she conceived

completed her week, and he gave him his daughter

again and bore a son and said, "This time I will praise

Rachel as his wife. Laban also gave his maid Bilhah to

the Lord." Therefore she named him Judah. Then

his daughter Rachel as her maid.

she stopped bearing.

4

Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no
children, she became jealous of her sister; and she
said to Jacob, "Give me children, or else I die." Then

Rachel's maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob 5
a second son. So Rachel said, "With mighty wrestlings
I have wrestled with my sister, and I have indeed

Jacob's anger burned against Rachel, and he said,
"Am I in the place of God, who has withheld from
you the fruit of the womb?" She said, "Here is my
maid Bilhah, go in to her that she may bear on my
knees, that through her I too may have children." So
she gave him her maid Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob

prevailed." And she named him Naphtali.
When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she

took her maid Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a

wife. Leah's maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son. Then Leah

said, "How fortunate!" So she named him Gad. Leah's

went in to her. Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a
maid Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. Then Leah said,
son. Then Rachel said, "God has vindicated me, and
has indeed heard my voice and has given me a son."
Therefore she named him Dan.

"Happy am I! For women will call me happy." So she

named him Asher.

6God gave heed to Leah, and she conceived and bore

Then they journeyed from Bethel; and when there

Jacob a fifth son. Then Leah said, "God has given me
my wages because I gave my maid to my husband."

was still some distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel

So she named him Issachar. Leah conceived again
and bore a sixth son to Jacob. Then Leah said, "God

began to give birth and she suffered severe labor.

has endowed me with a good gift; now my husband
will dwell with me, because I have borne him six
sons." So she named him Zebulun. Afterward she

When she was in severe labor the midwife said to

her, "Do not fear, for now you have another son." It

bore a daughter and named her Dinah.
Then God remembered Rachel, and God gave heed to

came about as her soul was departing (for she died),

her and opened her womb. So she conceived and
bore a son and said, "God has taken away my

that she named him Ben-oni; but his father called

reproach." She named him Joseph, saying, "May the
Lord give me another son."

him Benjamin.

7
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Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a valiant warrior.
And Gilead was the father of Jephthah. Gilead's wife
bore him sons; and when his wife's sons grew up,
they drove Jephthah out and said to him, "You shall
not have an inheritance in our father's house, for
you are the son of another woman." So Jephthah
fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob;
and worthless fellows gathered themselves about
Jephthah, and they went out with him.
It came about after a while that the sons of
Ammon fought against Israel. When the sons of
Ammon fought against Israel, the elders of Gilead
went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob; and
they said to Jephthah, "Come and be our chief that
we may fight against the sons of Ammon." Then
Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, "Did you not
hate me and drive me from my father's house? So
why have you come to me now when you are in
trouble?" The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, "For
this reason we have now returned to you, that you
may go with us and fight with the sons of Ammon
and become head over all the inhabitants of Gilead."
So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, "If you
take me back to fight against the sons of Ammon
and the Lord gives them up to me, will I become
your head?" The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
"The Lord is witness between us; surely we will do as
you have said."1Then Jephthah went with the elders
of Gilead, and the people made him head and chief
over them; and Jephthah spoke all his words before
the Lord at Mizpah.

1

2Jephthah made a vow to the Lord and said, "If You

will indeed give the sons of Ammon into my hand,
then it shall be that whatever comes out of the
doors of my house to meet me when I return in
peace from the sons of Ammon, it shall be the
Lord's, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering." So
Jephthah crossed over to the sons of Ammon to
fight against them; and the Lord gave them into his
hand. He struck them with a very great slaughter
from Aroer to the entrance of Minnith, twenty
cities, and as far as Abel-keramim. So the sons of
Ammon were subdued before the sons of Israel.
When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, behold,
his daughter was coming out to meet him with
tambourines and with dancing. Now she was his one
and only child; besides her he had no son or daughter.
When he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, "Alas,
my daughter! You have brought me very low, and
you are among those who trouble me; for I have
given my word to the Lord, and I cannot take it
back." So she said to him, "My father, you have given
your word to the Lord; do to me as you have said,
since the Lord has avenged you of your enemies, the
sons of Ammon." She said to her father, "Let this
thing be done for me; let me alone two months, that
I may go to the mountains and weep, I and my
companions." Then he said, "Go." So he sent her away
for two months; and she left with her companions,
and wept on the mountains. At the end of two
months she returned to her father, who did to her
according to the vow which he had made.

Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of 1
great wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose
name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess said to
Naomi, "Please let me go to the field and glean
among the ears of grain after one in whose sight I
may find favor." And she said to her, "Go, my
daughter." So she departed and went and gleaned in
the field after the reapers; and she happened to
come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz,
who was of the family of Elimelech. Now behold,
Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the
reapers, "May the Lord be with you." And they said
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to him, "May the Lord bless you." Then Boaz said to
his servant who was in charge of the reapers,
"Whose young woman is this?" The servant in
charge of the reapers replied, "She is the young
Moabite woman who returned with Naomi from the
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land of Moab.

2

Then Boaz said to Ruth, "Listen carefully, my
daughter. Do not go to glean in another field;
furthermore, do not go on from this one, but
stay here with my maids. Then Naomi her motherin-law said to her, "My daughter, shall I not seek
security for you, that it may be well with you?
Now is not Boaz our kinsman, with whose maids
you were? Behold, he winnows barley at the
threshing floor tonight. Wash yourself therefore,
and anoint yourself and put on your best clothes,
and go down to the threshing floor; but do not
make yourself known to the man until he has
finished eating and drinking. It shall be when he lies
down, that you shall notice the place where he lies,
and you shall go and uncover his feet and lie down;
then he will tell you what you shall do." She said to
her, "All that you say I will do."
So she went down to the threshing floor and did
according to all that her mother-in-law had
commanded her. When Boaz had eaten and drunk
and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at
the end of the heap of grain; and she came
secretly, and uncovered his feet and lay down. It
happened in the middle of the night that the man
was startled and bent forward; and behold, a
woman was lying at his feet. He said, "Who are
you?"

And she answered, "I am Ruth your maid. So
spread your covering over your maid, for you are
a close relative." Then he said, "May you be blessed
of the Lord, my daughter. You have shown your
last kindness to be better than the first by not
going after young men, whether poor or rich. Now,
my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you
whatever you ask, for all my people in the city
know that you are a woman of excellence. Now it
is true I am a close relative; however, there is a
relative closer than I. Remain this night, and when
morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let him
redeem you. But if he does not wish to redeem
you, then I will redeem you, as the Lord lives. Lie
down until morning."

3

4Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there,

So the closest relative said to Boaz, "Buy it for

and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz spoke

yourself." And he removed his sandal. Then Boaz

was passing by, so he said, "Turn aside, friend, sit

said to the elders and all the people, "You are

down here." And he turned aside and sat down. He
took ten men of the elders of the city and said, "Sit
down here." So they sat down. Then he said to the

5

witnesses today that I have bought from the hand
of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that

closest relative, "Naomi, who has come back from

belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. Moreover, I have

the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of land which

acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon,

belonged to our brother Elimelech. So I thought to

to be my wife in order to raise up the name of the

inform you, saying, 'Buy it before those who are
sitting here, and before the elders of my people. If
you will redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me that

deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of
the deceased will not be cut off from his brothers

I may know; for there is no one but you to redeem

or from the court of his birth place; you are

it, and I am after you.'" And he said, "I will redeem

witnesses today." So Boaz took Ruth, and she

it." Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field

became his wife, and he went in to her. And the

from the hand of Naomi, you must also acquire

Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to

Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in
order to raise up the name of the deceased on his
inheritance." The closest relative said, "I cannot

a son.
Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and

redeem it for myself, because I would jeopardize

became his nurse. The neighbor women gave him a

my own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you

name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi!" So

may have my right of redemption, for I cannot

they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse,

redeem it."

the father of David.

Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went 1
in to her and lay with her; and she gave birth to a
son, and he named him Solomon. Then Nathan spoke
to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, "Have
you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has
become king, and David our lord does not know it?
So now come, please let me give you counsel and
save your life and the life of your son Solomon. Go
at once to King David and say to him, 'Have you not,
my lord, O king, sworn to your maidservant, saying,
"Surely Solomon your son shall be king after me,
and he shall sit on my throne"? Why then has
Adonijah become king?' "Behold, while you are still
there speaking with the king, I will come in after
you and confirm your words."
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So Bathsheba went in to the king in the bedroom.
Now the king was very old, and Abishag the
Shunammite was ministering to the king. Then
Bathsheba bowed and prostrated herself before
the king. And the king said, "What do you wish?" She
said to him, "My lord, you swore to your
maidservant by the Lord your God, saying, 'Surely
your son Solomon shall be king after me and he
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shall sit on my throne.'

2 The king vowed and said, "As the Lord lives, who has

As David's time to die drew near, he charged

redeemed my life from all distress, surely as I

Solomon his son, saying, "I am going the way of all

vowed to you by the Lord the God of Israel, saying,

the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself

'Your son Solomon shall be king after me, and he

a man. Keep the charge of the Lord your God, to

shall sit on my throne in my place'; I will indeed do so

walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His

this day."Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to

commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies,

the ground, and prostrated herself before the king

according to what is written in the Law of Moses,

and said, "May my lord King David live forever."

that you may succeed in all that you do and

Zadok the priest then took the horn of oil from

wherever you turn, so that the Lord may carry

the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the

out His promise which He spoke concerning me,

trumpet, and all the people said, "Long live King

saying, 'If your sons are careful of their way, to

Solomon!" All the people went up after him, and the

walk before Me in truth with all their heart and

people were playing on flutes and rejoicing with

with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the

great joy, so that the earth shook at their noise.

throne of Israel.'
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Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when
His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be
with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her husband,
being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace
her, planned to send her away secretly. But when he
had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife;
for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you shall call His
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their

Booklet from
Matthew 1:18-25, 2:13-15
& Luke 2:1-7

sins. "Now all this took place to fulfill what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Behold,
the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and
they shall call His name Immanuel," which translated
means, "God with us." And Joseph awoke from his
sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him, and took Mary as his wife, and he called His
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name Jesus.
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2 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar

Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the

Augustus, that a census be taken of all the
inhabited earth. This was the first census taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone

Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get

up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt,

was on his way to register for the census, each to
his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David

and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going

to search for the Child to destroy Him."

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and family of David, in order to register along
with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with

So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother

while it was still night, and left for Egypt. He

child. While they were there, the days were
completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths,

remained there until the death of Herod. This was

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.

the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called My Son."
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