
Then the Lord 

God said, "It is 

not good for the 

man to be a-lone; 

I will make him a 

help-er suit-a-ble 

for him."



Out of the 

ground the Lord 

God formed 

ev-er-y beast of 

the field and 

ev-er-y bird of 

the sky, 

and brought 
them to the man 
to see what he 
would call them; 
and what-ev-er 
the man called a 
liv-ing crea-ture, 

that was its 
name.



The man gave 

names to all the 

cat-tle, and to 

the birds of the 

sky, and to 

ev-er-y beast of 

the field,

 but for A-dam 

there was not 

found a help-er 

suit-a-ble for 

him.



So the Lord God 
caused a deep 
sleep to fall 

up-on the man, 
and he slept; then 
He took one of 

his ribs and closed 
up the flesh at 

that place. 

The Lord God 

fa-shioned in-to a 

wo-man the rib 

which He had 

tak-en from the 

man, and brought 

her to the man.



The man said,
"This is now bone 

of my bones,
And flesh of my 

flesh;
She shall be called 

Wo-man,
Be-cause she was 

tak-en out of 
Man."

For this rea-son 

a man shall leave 

his fath-er and 

his moth-er, and 

be joined to his 

wife; and they 

shall be-come one 

flesh.



Now the man 

called his wife's 

name Eve, 

be-cause she was 

the moth-er of 

all the liv-ing. 



A-bram fell on his 

face, and God 

talked with him, 

say-ing,



"No long-er shall 
your name be 
called A-bram,
But your name 

shall be 
A-bra-ham;

For I have made 
you the fath-er 
of a mul-ti-tude 

of na-tions."

"As for Me, 

be-hold, My 

cov-e-nant is 

with you,

And you will be 

the fath-er of a 

mul-ti-tude of 

na-tions.



I will bless her, 
and in-deed I will 
give you a son by 

her. Then I will 
bless her, and she 

shall be a 
moth-er of 

na-tions; kings of 
peo-ples will come 

from her."

Then God said to 

A-bra-ham, "As 

for Sar-ai your 

wife, you shall 

not call her name 

Sar-ai, but 

Sar-ah shall be 

her name.



And will Sar-ah, 

who is nine-ty 

years old, bear a 

child?" And A-

bra-ham said to 

God, "Oh that 

Ish-mael might 

live be-fore You!"

Then A-bra-ham 

fell on his face 

and laughed, and 

said in his heart, 

"Will a child be 

born to a man 

one hun-dred 

years old?



and I will 

e-stab-lish My 

cov-e-nant with 

him for an 

ev-er-last-ing 

cov-e-nant for 

his de-scen-dants 

af-ter him.

But God said, "No, 

but Sar-ah your 

wife will bear you 

a son, and you 

shall call his name 

I-saac; 



When He fin-ished 

talk-ing with him, 

God went up 

from 

A-bra-ham.

But My 

cov-e-nant I will 

e-stab-lish with 

I-saac, whom 

Sar-ah will bear 

to you at this 

sea-son next 

year." 



When he lift-ed up 

his eyes and 

looked, be-hold, 

three men were 

stand-ing 

op-po-site him;

Now the Lord 

ap-peared to him 

by the oaks of 

Mam-re, while he 

was sit-ting at 

the tent door in 

the heat of the 

day. 



and said, "My 

Lord, if now I 

have found 

fa-vor in Your 

sight, please do 

not pass Your 

ser-vant by.”

and when he saw 

them, he ran 

from the tent 

door to meet 

them and bowed 

him-self to the 

earth,



He said, "I will 

surely return to 

you at this time 

next year; and 

behold, Sarah 

your wife will have 

a son."

Then they said to 

him, "Where is 

Sarah your 

wife?" And he 

said, "There, in 

the tent."



And the Lord said 

to A-bra-ham, 

"Why did Sar-ah 

laugh, say-ing, 

'Shall I in-deed 

bear a child, when 

I am so old?'

Sar-ah laughed 

to her-self, 

say-ing, "Af-ter I 

have be-come 

old, shall I have 

plea-sure, my 

lord be-ing old 

al-so?"



Sar-ah de-nied it 

how-ev-er, 

say-ing, "I did not 

laugh"; for she 

was a-fraid. And 

He said, "No, but 

you did laugh.”

Is an-y-thing too 
diff-i-cult for 

the Lord? At the 
ap-point-ed time 
I will re-turn to 
you, at this time 
next year, and 
Sar-ah will have 

a son."



So Sar-ah 

con-ceived and 

bore a son to 

A-bra-ham in his 

old age, at the 

ap-point-ed time 

of which God had 

spok-en to him.

Then the Lord 

took note of 

Sar-ah as He had 

said, and the 

Lord did for 

Sar-ah as He had 

pro-mised.



A-bra-ham called 

the name of his 

son who was 

born to him, 

whom Sar-ah 

bore to him, 

I-saac.



I-saac prayed to 
the Lord on 

be-half of his 
wife, be-cause 

she was bar-ren; 
and the Lord 

an-swered him 
and Re-bek-ah 
his wife con-

ceived.



The Lord said to 
her,

"Two na-tions 
are in your 

womb;
And two peoples 

will be 
sep-ar-a-ted 
from your 

bod-y;"

But the child-ren 
strug-gled 
to-geth-er 

with-in her; and 
she said, "If it is 
so, why then am 
I this way?" So 

she went to 
in-quire of the 

Lord.



When her days to 

be de-liv-ered 

were ful-filled, 

be-hold, there 

were twins in her 

womb.

And one peo-ple 

shall be strong-er 

than the oth-er;

And the old-er 

shall serve the 

young-er."



Af-ter-ward his 

broth-er came 

forth with his 

hand hold-ing on 

to E-sau's heel,

Now the first 

came forth red, 

all over like a 

hair-y gar-ment; 

and they named 

him E-sau.



so his name was 

called Ja-cob; 

and I-saac was 

six-ty years old 

when she gave 

birth to them.



Now when 
Ra-chel saw that 
she bore Ja-cob 
no child-ren, she 
be-came jeal-ous 

of her sis-ter; 
and she said to 

Ja-cob, "Give me 
child-ren, or else 

I die."



Then Ja-cob's 
ang-er burned 

a-gainst Ra-chel, 
and he said, "Am 
I in the place of 

God, who has 
with-held from 
you the fruit of 

the womb?"

Then God 

re-mem-bered 

Ra-chel, and God 

gave heed to her 

and o-pened her 

womb.



So she con-ceived 

and bore a son 

and said, "God has 

tak-en a-way my 

re-proach."

She named him 

Jo-seph, say-ing, 

"May the Lord 

give me a-noth-er 

son."



Then they 
jour-neyed from 
Beth-el; and when 

there was still 
some dis-tance 

to go to 
E-phrath, Ra-chel 

be-gan to give 
birth and she 

suf-fered 
sev-ere la-bor.

When she was in 

sev-ere la-bor 

the mid-wife said 

to her, "Do not 

fear, for now you 

have a-noth-er 

son."



It came a-bout as 

her soul was 

de-part-ing (for 

she died), that she 

named him 

Ben-on-i; but his 

fath-er called him 

Ben-ja-min.

So Ra-chel died and 

was bur-ied on the 

way to E-phrath 

(that is, 

Beth-le-hem).



Ja-cob set up a 

pil-lar o-ver her 

grave; that is the 

pil-lar of Ra-chel's 

grave to this day.



Now a man from 

the house of 

Le-vi went and 

mar-ried a 

daugh-ter of 

Le-vi.



The wo-man 

con-ceived and 

bore a son; and 

when she saw 

that he was 

beau-ti-ful, she 

hid him for three 

months.

But when she 

could hide him no 

long-er, she got 

him a wick-er 

bask-et and 

cov-ered it o-ver 

with tar and 

pitch.



Then she put the 

child in-to it and 

set it a-mong the 

reeds by the 

bank of the Nile.

His sis-ter stood 

at a dis-tance to 

find out what 

would hap-pen to 

him.



The daugh-ter of 

Phar-aoh came 

down to bathe at 

the Nile, with her 

maid-ens walk-ing 

a-long-side the 

Nile;

 and she saw the 

bask-et a-mong 

the reeds and 

sent her maid, 

and she brought 

it to her.



When she o-pened 
it, she saw the 

child, and be-hold, 
the boy was 

cry-ing. And she 
had pit-y on him 
and said, "This is 

one of the 
He-brews' 

child-ren."

Then his sis-ter 
said to 

Phar-aoh's 
daugh-ter, "Shall 
I go and call a 
nurse for you 

from the 
He-brew wo-men 

that she may 
nurse the child 

for you?"



Phar-aoh's 
daugh-ter said to 
her, "Go a-head." 
So the girl went 
and called the 

child's moth-er. 
Then Phar-aoh's 

daugh-ter said to 
her,

"Take this child 

a-way and nurse 

him for me and I 

will give you your 

wag-es." So the 

wo-man took the 

child and nursed 

him.



The child grew, 
and she brought 

him to 
Phar-aoh's 

daugh-ter and he 
be-came her son. 
And she named 
him Mo-ses, and 
said, "Be-cause I 
drew him out of 

the wat-er."



Now it came a-bout 
in the days when the 
judg-es gov-erned, 
that there was a 

fam-ine in the land. 
And a cer-tain man 
of Beth-le-hem in 
Ju-dah went to 

so-journ in the land 
of Mo-ab with his 
wife and his two 

sons.



and the names of 
his two sons were 

Mah-lon and 
Chil-i-on, 

E-phra-thites of 
Beth-le-hem in 

Ju-dah. Now they 
en-tered the land 

of Mo-ab and 
re-mained there.

The name of the 

man was 

E-lim-e-lech, and 

the name of his 

wife, Na-o-mi;



They took for 

them-selves 

Mo-a-bite 

wo-men as wives; 

the name of the 

one was Or-pah 

and the name of 

the oth-er Ruth.

Then E-lim-e-lech, 

Na-o-mi's 

hus-band, died; and 

she was left with 

her two sons.



Then both 

Mah-lon and 

Chil-i-on al-so 

died, and the 

wo-man was 

be-reft of her 

two child-ren and 

her hus-band.

And they lived 

there a-bout ten 

years.



 And Na-o-mi said 
to her two 

daugh-ters-in-
law, "Go, re-turn 
each of you. May 

the Lord deal 
kind-ly with you 

as you have dealt 
with the dead and 

with me.

Then she a
rose with her 

daugh-ters-in-law 
that she might 

re-turn from the 
land of Mo-ab, for 

she had heard 
that the Lord had 

vis-i-ted His 

peo-ple in giv-ing 
them food.



 But Ruth said, 

"Do not urge me 

to leave you or 

turn back from 

fol-low-ing you; 

for where you go, 

I will go, and your 

God, my God.

And they lift-ed 

up their voi-ces 

and wept a-gain; 

and Or-pah kissed 

her moth-er-in-

law, but Ruth clung 

to her.



When she saw 

that she was 

de-ter-mined to 

go with her, she 

said no more to 

her.

Thus may the 

Lord do to me, 

and worse, if 

an-y-thing but 

death parts you 

and me."





Now there was a 

cer-tain man 

from the hill 

count-ry of 

E-phraim, and his 

name was 

El-ka-nah.



Now this man 

would go up from 

his cit-y year-ly 

to wor-ship and 

to sac-ri-fice to 

the Lord of 

hosts in Shi-loh.

He had two wives: 

the name of one 
was Han-nah and 

the name of the 
other Pen-in-nah; 
and Pen-in-nah 

had child-ren, but 
Han-nah had no 

child-ren.



but to Han-nah 

he would give a 

dou-ble por-tion, 

for he loved 

Han-nah, but the 

Lord had closed 

her womb.

When the day 
came that 
El-ka-nah 

sac-ri-ficed, he 
would give 

por-tions to 
Pen-in-nah his 
wife and to all 

her sons and her 
daugh-ters;



It hap-pened 
year af-ter year, 
as of-ten as she 
went up to the 
house of the 

Lord, she would 
pro-voke her; so 

she wept and 
would not eat.

Her ri-val, how-

ev-er, would 
pro-voke her 
bit-ter-ly to 
ir-ri-tate her, 
be-cause the 

Lord had closed 

her womb.



She, great-ly 

dis-tressed, 

prayed to the 

Lord and wept 

bit-ter-ly.

Then Han-nah 

rose af-ter 
eat-ing and 

drink-ing in Shi-loh. 
Now E-li the priest 

was sit-ting on 
the seat by the 

door-post of the 
tem-ple of the 

Lord.



Now it came 

a-bout, as she 

con-tin-ued 

pray-ing be-fore 

the Lord, that E-li 

was watch-ing 

her mouth.

She made a vow 
and said, "O Lord 

of hosts, if You will  
give Your 

maid-ser-vant a 
son, then I will give 
him to the Lord all 
the days of his life, 
and a ra-zor shall 

nev-er come on his 
head."



Then E-li said to 

her, "How long will 

you make 

your-self drunk? 

Put a-way your 

wine from you."

As for Han-nah, 

she was speak-ing 
in her heart, on-ly 

her lips were 
mov-ing, but her 

voice was not 
heard. So E-li 

thought she was 
drunk.



Do not con-sid-er 
your 

maid-ser-vant as 
a worth-less 

wo-man, for I 
have spok-en 

un-til now out of 
my great 

con-cern and 
pro-vo-ca-tion."

But Han-nah 

re-plied, "No, my 
lord, I am a 

wo-man 
op-pressed in spir-

it; I have drunk 
neith-er wine nor 

strong drink, but I 
have poured out 
my soul be-fore 

the Lord.



She said, "Let 
your 

maid-ser-vant 
find fa-vor in 
your sight." So 

the wo-man went 
her way and ate, 
and her face was 

no long-er sad.

Then E-li 

an-swered and 

said, "Go in peace; 

and may the God 

of Is-ra-el grant 

your pe-ti-tion 

that you have 

asked of Him."



She brought the 

boy to E-li. She 

said, "Oh, my lord! 

I am the wo-man 

who stood here 

be-side you, 

pray-ing to the 

Lord.

It came a-bout in 
due time, af-ter 

Han-nah had 

con-ceived, that 
she gave birth to 

a son; and she 
named him 

Sam-u-el, say-ing, 
"Be-cause I have 
asked him of the 

Lord."



So I have also 

ded-i-ca-ted him 

to the Lord; as 

long as he lives he 

is ded-i-ca-ted to 

the Lord."

For this boy I 

prayed, and the 

Lord has giv-en 

me my pe-ti-tion 

which I asked of 

Him.



In the days of 
Her-od, king of 

Ju-de-a, there 
was a priest 

named 
Zach-a-ri-as, and 
he had a wife and 

her name was 
E-liz-a-beth.



But they had no 

child, be-cause 

E-liz-a-beth was 

bar-ren, and they 

were both 

ad-vanced in years.

They were both 
right-eous in the 

sight of God, 
walk-ing 

blame-less-ly 
in all the 

com-mand-ments 
and 

re-quire-ments of 
the Lord.



an an-gel of the 

Lord ap-peared 

to him, stand-ing 

to the right of 

the al-tar of 

in-cense.

Now it hap-pened 

that while he was 

per-form-ing his 

priest-ly ser-vice 

be-fore God in 

the ap-point-ed 

or-der of 

his di-vi-sion,



for your 
pe-ti-tion has 

been heard, and 
your wife 

E-liz-a-beth will 
bear you a son, 
and you will give 
him the name 

John. 

Zach-ar-i-as was 
trou-bled when he 

saw the an-gel, 
and fear gripped 

him. But the 
an-gel said to him, 

"Do not be 
a-fraid, 

Zach-ar-i-as,



Af-ter these 

days E-liz-a-beth 

his wife be-came 

preg-nant, and 

she kept her-self 

in se-clu-sion for 

five months, 

say-ing,

"It is he who will 
go as a 

fore-run-ner be-
fore Him in the 

spir-it and pow-er 
of E-li-jah so as 

to make read-y a 
peo-ple pre-pared 

for the Lord."



Now at this time 
Mary a-rose and 
went in a hur-ry 

to the hill 
coun-try and 
en-tered the 

house of 
Zach-ar-i-as and 

greet-ed 
E-liz-a-beth.

"This is the way 
the Lord has 

dealt with me in 
the days when He 

looked with 
fa-vor up-on me, 

to take a-way 
my dis-grace 
a-mong men."



And she cried out 

with a loud voice 

and said, "Bless-ed 

are you a-mong 

wo-men!"

When E-liz-a-beth 

heard Mar-y's 

greet-ing, the 

ba-by leaped in 

her womb; and 

E-liz-a-beth was 

filled with the 

Ho-ly Spir-it.



For be-hold, when 

the sound of 

your greet-ing 

reached my ears, 

the ba-by leaped 

in my womb for 

joy.

And how has it 

hap-pened to me, 

that the moth-er 

of my Lord would 

come to me?



Her neigh-bors 

and her 
rel-a-tives heard 

that the Lord 
had dis-played His 

great mer-cy 
to-ward her; and 

they were 
re-joic-ing with 

her.

Now the time had 

come for 

E-liz-a-beth to 

give birth, and she 

gave birth to a 

son.



Now in the sixth 

month the an-gel 

Ga-bri-el was 

sent from God 

to a cit-y in 

Gal-i-lee called 

Naz-a-reth,



to a vir-gin 

en-gaged to a 

man whose name 

was Jo-seph, of 

the 

de-scen-dants of 

Da-vid; and her 

name was Ma-ry.

And com-ing in, 

he said to her, 

"Greet-ings, 

fa-vored one! 

The Lord is with 

you."



But she was 

ver-y per-plexed 

at this 

state-ment, and 

kept pon-der-ing 

what kind of 

sal-u-ta-tion this 

was.

The an-gel said 

to her, "Do not 

be a-fraid, 

Ma-ry; for you 

have found 

fa-vor with God.



And be-hold, you 
will con-ceive in 
your womb and 
bear a son, and 
you shall name 

Him Je-sus. He will 

be great and will 
be called the Son 
of the Most High;

and the Lord 
God will give Him 

the throne of 
His fath-er 

Da-vid; and He 

will reign over 
the house of 

Ja-cob 
for-ev-er."



Now in those days 
a de-cree went 

out from 
Cae-sar 

Au-gus-tus, that 
a cen-sus be 

tak-en of all the 
in-hab-it-ed 

earth.

And Ma-ry said, 
"Be-hold, the 
bond-slave of 

the Lord; may it 
be done to me 
ac-cor-ding to 

your word." And 
the an-gel 
de-part-ed 
from her.



 to the cit-y of 
Da-vid which is 

called 
Beth-le-hem, in 

or-der to 
reg-is-ter a-long 
with Ma-ry, who 
was en-gaged to 
him, and was with 

child.

And ev-er-y-one 

was on his way 

to reg-is-ter 

for the cen-sus, 

each to his own 

cit-y. Jo-seph 

al-so went up 

from Gal-i-lee,



 and she wrapped 

Him in cloths, and 

laid Him in a 

man-ger, 

be-cause there 

was no room for 

them in the inn.

While they were 

there, the days 

were 

com-ple-ted for 

her to give birth. 

And she gave 

birth to her 

first-born son;
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